The Future of the Catholic Church - Father Gabriel C. 
Zarraute and Santiago Armesilla [Interview] 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Introduction Well, here you are watching the new introduction of the channel, which | see 
you liked a lot. I'm here experimenting with audiovisual things and, well, | hope Gabriel 
didn't get scared by the explosion, but those are things that we like to play with these 
gadgets, but well. Good morning, good afternoon, or very good evening, regardless of 
the time zone of the iberophony in which you are. 


Welcome to my YouTube channel, I'm Santiago Armesilla, and, well, today, Friday, 
December 15, 2023, | have a very special meeting on my channel, because for a long 
time | wanted to deal specifically with the question of the future, but we will surely talk 
about the past and also the present, of probably the most successful political, religious, 
cultural institution in all of history, and successful in the sense that it is the one that has 
lasted the longest, and the one that influences the most civilized, cultural, sociological, 
anthropological, political and, of course, religious, as it could not be otherwise, has had 
and has the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church. 


Today we are going to talk about the future of the Catholic Church, and to talk about it, | 
have one of the people that we have known relatively recently, personally, Father 
Gabriel Zarraute and |, but, well, the truth is that we have made friends, and it can be a 
very interesting meeting, not only because of him, but because of the amount of 
knowledge he has, and that he is going to demonstrate in this meeting that we 
announced a few days ago, and that | hope you are very interested. Father Gabriel 
Zarraute, thank you very much for accepting my invitation to my channel. 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Thank you, Santiago, for me it is a privilege to be with you, and one thing, | met you 
before you met me, | read you, this was published in 2017, | read it a year later, in 18, | 
think it was when | read it, and | already knew you for five years. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


The other day | was talking to Alicia, my partner, that Gabriel knows her, and of course, | 
started being a writer before a YouTuber, and then there are people who do not know 
that | write books, but well, Gabriel knew me before my audiovisual adventure, which is 
appreciated. Gabriel has also written books, Gabriel is a person with a very interesting 
curriculum, he is a priest and parish priest, no longer in the mountains of Toledo, he is 
going to explain his new destiny now. He has a degree in ecclesiastical studies, in 
fundamental theology, in the history of the Church, and in canonical law. 


He is also a master's degree and a graduate in philosophy. For four years, from 2014 to 
2018, he was a professor at the Diocesan Center of Theology in the city of Getafe, in the 
Autonomous Community of Madrid. He is also a doctoral student in the history of the 
Church at the University of San Damaso, and a professor at the Institute of Religious 
Sciences in Talavera de la Reina, in the Spanish province of Toledo. 


He has numerous articles that you can find on the Internet, for example, in Info Vaticana. 
He has collaborated on the program of the Gustavo Bueno Foundation, Teatro Critico, 
that is, he is not afraid to collaborate with materialists and atheists, as you can see. You 
can also have seen him on El Toro Televisién, in Alto y Claro TV, Rincén de Historia, 
Tradicién Viva TV, and Matices, several YouTube channels, television channels, etc. 


And he is also a regular, he will explain a little if he is the one who orders the matter, or 
if it is a more cooperative issue, of the YouTube channel La Sacristia de la Vende, which 
has the curious subtitle of a counter-revolutionary So this meeting is going to be very 
interesting. And he has published several books, to highlight from La Crisis de Fe to La 
Descomposicién de Espafia, from the year 2021, and last year, a book of which | have 
the first volume, called De Roma a Berlin, the Protestantization of the Catholic Church. A 
phenomenon that, obviously, Gabriel, you are not the first to deal with, you are not, let's 
say, neither within the clergy, nor a layman, who has dealt with the issue of that 
supposed Protestantization of the Catholic Church, but obviously it is going to be an 
issue that we are going to deal with today, together with others. 


Gabriel, | am going to ask you the first question, which is obviously very generic, and 
then we are going to go on. What future do you see, being inside, for the Catholic 
Church? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


The only future that the Catholic Church can have is to present itself as what it has 
always been, until Vatican Il, since the beginning of modernity, which is like an 
alternative, like the alternative to modernity. Modernity is born, arises, against 
Christianity, it has a first historical concretion, which is not philosophical, nor legal, nor 
political, but well, historical, which will condense all the previous ones, the ethical 
rupture of Machiavelli, but well, the Peace of Westphalia, 1648, which establishes the 
hegemony of the Protestant nations in the concert of the peoples of Europe, and which 
will later be prolonged worldwide as a result of the growing power of the Thalassocracy 
of England, and later of the United States. In Vatican II, 1962-1965, the first Council in 
the history of the Catholic Church in 20 centuries, of the previous 20 Ecumenical 
Universal Councils, this is the first Council, the 21st Ecumenical Universal, which 
renounces to be dogmatic, and is merely defined as pastoral. 


The Council had pastoral decrees, reform decrees, which were especially what the Popes 
were looking for to try to restore order and correct the abuses in the life of the Church 


that there was then, but especially since Charles V, with the theologians who advised 
him, and later with Philip Il also, what is tried to propel, and also thanks to the School of 
Salamanca and to that Spanish Silo that has those great theologians and those great 
thinkers, are the dogmatic decrees, which are the ones that set, the ones that raise a 
wall of contention against Protestantism, not only at the religious level, but also at the 
theological level, at the juridical, political, social and cultural level, in such a way that the 
Church, in this Vatican II, decides to give in to modernity. And well, since then, it goes up 
to the wheel of modernity in a growing process, assumes the language of modernity, 
assumes its concepts, but there is precisely the mistake. 


Assuming the language means assuming the idea. That is why, more and more, the 
Church becomes more indistinguishable from the only thing worse than modernity, 
which is postmodernity. And that is why we see how the Church points to the 2030 
agenda. 


When | speak of the Church, of course, the ecclesial body, faithful, priests, bishops, is 
very broad, but it is true that | am addressing, when | speak of the Church, in a particular 
way, to those who direct it in its high spheres, to the high hierarchies. Then the future of 
the Catholic Church will pass, as it did in the Roman Empire, to present itself as the 
civilizational alternative. Because to follow this path, to remain embraced by 
postmodernity, which continues, | insist, and which increases everything bad about 
modernity, the Church, precisely this, goes to complete indistinction. 


Benedict XVI saw this very well. That is why he chooses the name of Benedict in honor of 
St. Benedict, who witnessed the fall of the Roman Empire in the West, and that later the 
Benedictine monks, who will be the ones who, during the Middle Ages, safeguard all the 
wisdom of Greek culture, of Greek philosophy, of Greek literature, of Roman law, which 
will be the basis of canonical law for centuries, in those small monasteries, or in those 
increasingly large Benedictine monasteries, will be the ones who preserve faith, those 
who preserve the culture of the West, which will no longer be the West because it will be 
Christianity, the union of the peoples of the West, as St. Bernard says, under the sun of 
the papacy and the moon of the empire, and that is what Benedict XVI pointed out in 
several of his speeches and documents, both when he was cardinal and when he was 
later elected Pope, and that is really the only possibility in which in a world in dissolution 
the Church can have a future. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Well, you have already exposed so many things to begin with, that there are already 
many questions left. I'm going to ask you one, because you have said several concepts 
that | think are fundamental to start dialoguing, but | can't resist asking you another one, 
and it's about the Vatican Council Il, which you mentioned as soon as your exhibition 
began. As you know, because you know him, | don't know if personally, Juan Manuel de 


Prada, who was on my YouTube channel and who is Catholic openly, affirms, along with 
other people who had tears in their program in the rain, in the so-called inter-economy, 
that the Vatican Council Il was not a drastic doctrinal cut with the doctrine of the Catholic 
Church built for two millennia. 


However, you point out that in some way, although you have not spoken of a doctrinal 
cut either, it is a point of inflection that obviously influences this institution to which you 
belong, and which | insist is the most successful religious or cultural political institution in 
history. Do you agree with this position of Juan Manuel de Prada or would you nuance it? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


You have to nuance it, obviously. One thing is the documents, the documents, there are 
documents, well, to define in a sentence the documents of the Vatican II, there | follow 
the great scholar of the Vatican II, Professor Roberto de Matei, who published a 
magnificent book, which | advise all our followers, Vatican Il, a never written story, the 
editorial Homo Legens, and that | was the main proposer of slapping without ceasing the 
Homo Legens so that they translate it into Spanish, into Italian, and publish it, and that's 
why | was honored by Professor de Matei with the invitation for me to present that book 
in Madrid, in Spain, in 2018. 


Well, in the Vatican Il, what is good is not new, and what is new is not good. This is what 
| came to say about Matei. That is, the documents of the Vatican II do not contribute 
practically anything on a doctrinal level. 


| think, for example, in the Decree on the Life of the Ministry of the Priests, Presbyterum 
Nordinis, they do not contribute absolutely anything that was not already in the Pontifical 
Magisterium. It is exactly the same in the Decree on the Formation of the Priests, 
Octatantius. Think, for example, of the Decree on the Media of Santiago of the 60s. 


That is, it is something ridiculous. That is why | said before, with this intentionality, that it 
is a pastoral council, not dogmatic. That is, the pastoral, the way the Church reaches the 
faithful is like a yogurt. 


It has an expiration date. The pastoral that was done in the 6th century is not the 
pastoral that was done in the 16th century. To give you an example. 


The dogma entails the category of infallibility. That is, it cannot be wrong. Of course, 
when the Council renounces the dogma as a defining category, it is renouncing 
infallibility. 


On top of that, another characteristic, another feature of the dogma is permanence, 
immutability. Dogmas do not change, they are not opinions, they are sentimental. That 
is what modernism will come to say, the modernist heresy at the end of the 19th 
century, beginning of the 20th century. 


Of course, in the pastoral, it can be wrong, it can be wrong, it is fallible. And this has 
happened for many centuries in the history of the Church, when strategies have been 
tested to reach certain faithful and it has been seen that these strategies were not 
adequate, so to speak. Then, what documents are are documents on many occasions of 
consensus and commitment to agree to the different philosophical-theological 
tendencies or schools that existed in the Council among the parents who participated. 


I'll give you an example, and this is always very good, Professor Miguel Ayuso brings it 
up. The Decree on Religious Freedom Aditatis Humanae begins with a footnote saying 
that the traditional Catholic doctrine about the duties of states with the only true religion 
That is contradicted. But well, it is already integrated to those who were in favor and 
those who were against, those who were in favor because the whole doctrine was 
maintained, literally, with these words. 


But then, in the development of the same document, as a result of the following line, you 
come to deny it de facto. This is the question. And there is a very important element that 
happens unnoticed. 


Or rather, two elements. One is language. The language used in the Vatican II is not the 
typical language of the previous dogmatic councils. 


It is a language of canons, a canonical language, a univocal language in which there are 
no double interpretations. That is why there is no double interpretation of Trento, a 
rupturist and a continuist, as there is in the Vatican Il. Or in the previous one, the Vatican 
|, in 1870, there are no two possible interpretations, a continuist and another rupturist, 
because the terminology is univocal because it is a scholastic terminology and mainly of 
Tomist matrix. 


There are Suarezian influences but above all Tomist. The decision of the language in 
which the texts of the Vatican Il with the excuse that it was the first council in 20 
centuries of the history of the Church, non-dogmatic, universal council, non-dogmatic, 
non-pastoral, to use the narrative method implies that many expressions, even complete 
texts, can be taken out of their context to make a wrong reading because the text itself 
in many occasions is deliberately ambiguous. 


That is already a position. Then you are choosing for a terminology that is not univocal. 
And secondly, of course, those who read the texts of the Vatican II, which are not even 
read in the Church itself, by the way, draw attention, for example, Pope Francis barely 
quotes them. 


Pope Francis quotes the Vatican II very little. John Paul Il was not able to say two 
sentences without quoting the Vatican II. Cardinal Ratzinger, Benedict XVI was more 
moderate, much more moderate when it came to supporting the authority of the Council, 
although he was also a great defender. 


He was an advisor theologian, an expert theologian of the Council. But the background 
music, the background music, the interpretive key of the documents, because the 
documents cannot either be read torn out of their historical context. It is evident. 


So that interpretive key of the documents is the speech of inauguration of the Council of 
John XXIll and the speech of closure of Paul VI. And there is clearly what is being seen by 
the inaugural speech. | invite our followers to look for it on the Vatican page, to be able 
to read it. 


The inaugural speech of the 62nd of John XXIII. What does John XXIll say? I'm going to 
sum it up quickly. 


Well, it is that after the catastrophe and the atrocities of the Second World War, people 
have escalated and it is not necessary to condemn evil because everyone already knows 
what is wrong and rejects it. So now, instead of using the language of condemnation, we 
are going to use the language of dialogue, which is the first encyclical of Paul VI. 
Dialogue, friendship. 


But of course, Santiago, so that you and | can have a dialogue, we have to share a series 
of words, of concepts. We have to speak the same language. How can you start a 
dialogue with modernity when you leave aside your traditional Catholic concepts, such 
as that of natural law, that of natural law extended in natural law, and you assume 
critically modern language and concepts? 


For example, Santiago, how is the Church going to speak of family when the interlocutor 
you have in front of you does not understand by family the same as you? | say family, | 
say education, | say state, | say government, democracy, society, life, right, justice, 
marriage. There is no consensus or agreement in the smallest of these concepts. 


And finally, Paul VI's closing speech, which is even more terrifying, because if the one of 
John XXIII is completely Rousonian towards the modern world, seeing us as the good 
savage, and saying that, well, we have gone too far in these two centuries of the XIX, 
putting us to modernity, from the Miraribos, from the Miraribos encyclical of Gregory XVI, 
well, let's try to make peace. Paul VI's is even more terrifying because he literally says 
that Christianity is the religion of the God who becomes man, of the God who takes body, 
who takes matter, | Know that all materialists will like it, wno takes human matter in all 
its totality, and is a true man, a perfect man. Christianity is the religion of the God who 
becomes man, in front of it, Paul VI says, the religion of the God who does not become 
man, he does not leave it there. 


| understand that he was referring to deism, what happens is that also, although | doubt 
that this was in Paul VI's mind, but it could also refer to Islam, because Allah does not 
become man, but, well, the religion of the God who becomes man, and in front of it he 
raises the challenge, the religion of the God who does not become man, and the religion 


of the man who becomes God. And Paul VI continues, well, and before this event there 
has not been a condemnation of the Church, but a dialogue, a listening. Well, it is simply 
to abandon the militant attitude of defense and conservation, because being is 
defending oneself, as Ramiro de Maeztu said, and, well, inaugurate a new era of 
cordiality with the modern world, which implies, and | finish, a critical assumption of 
liberal democracy, of liberal democracy converted by the Church itself, which abandons, 
since then, from Vatican II, abandons its political magisterium. There are no longer 
political documents on the part of the Church, because it assumes liberal democracy, but 
liberal democracy in the sense not of a way of choosing the rulers, democracy as a form 
of government, but democracy as the foundation of government, which is the very 
illustration of political philosophy from Rousseau, then, as the truth is determined by the 
number of votes, of course, the Church is not going to oppose that, because they will 
accuse it of being anti-democratic, which is the worst heresy they can tell you today, 
that you are an anti-democrat, and that is why the Church will assume everything that 
political philosophy is then transferred through elections at the legislative level, without 
the slightest struggle, and this in Spain is especially palpable, because also the Church, 
the bishops in Spain, the vast majority of them, not all, but the vast majority, feel the 
Francoism and what Franco and his regime did for the Church as a cursed heritage. 


So, the opposition to abortion by the Church is null, the opposition to euthanasia by the 
Church is null, the opposition to the Church to the statalization and_ political 
indoctrination of education is null, and so we could go on for a long time, etc. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Then | will ask you about democracy, because basically you coincide a bit with the school 
of philosophical materialism, with that criticism of democratic fundamentalism or 
democratism, that thought that liberal democracy, in Marxist terms, bourgeois liberal 
democracy, is the most sublime of the political systems that have existed in history and 
that opposing it is a kind of barbarism, as if you are a kind of subhuman or... 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 
You are a heir, the new heir. 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


Of course, in the end it may be that democratism, democracy, has become the new 
universal religion of the moment, and that giving the same religious creed of which you 
start, Catholic, Muslim, Protestant, if you do not accept liberal democracy you are the 
maximum possible heir, and even, well, you may have talked about this with some, there 
are even more radicals who say, well, yes, liberal democracy has deficits, but they can 
only be corrected with more democracy, that is, more faith in the mechanism, in the 
procedure that allows the people to sublimate and become the true rector of their own 


destiny, something that is very debatable, but if you want, we'll see it later. 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Yes, but | just want to point out one thing, without forgetting that democracy is a regime 
of opinion, more specifically this liberal democracy, is a regime of opinion, and as | said, 
well, that famous Englishman who drinks so much and owes so much to Chesterton, in 
his what was his name? La Prensa Libre en el Estado Libre La Prensa Libre en el Estado 
Libre by Belloc, and Belloc says in a dictatorship the owner of the media is the state, but 
in a democracy the owner of the state is the owner of the media. That is why before, 
deliberately, Santiago has emphasized in that document of Vatican II about the media of 
the 60s that | have read today you laugh and you say how is it going to be an official 
magisterium of the Church, this that has expired many years ago when the Church was 
born, it has to be based on the principle of non-contradiction, first point, and the 
principle of stability, not that something is taught, simply what it designates is that they 
were playing to give their opinion. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Well, and Harry the Dirty said with forgiveness that opinions are like asses, that 
everyone has one. Gabriel, you have said in your documents that there is a modernity, 
because it seems to me that you have referred to the Catholic Church as a kind of 
resistance, you have used that term, | find it very striking, | have even heard some 
people from the clergy or the Catholic environment speak of counter-power against that 
modernity, and you have spoken of several historical phenomena that conform to that 
modernity, the political theory of Machiavelli, although | would also say that Machiavelli 
has been very badly interpreted and very badly read, there are people who are more 
Machiavellian than Machiavelli himself, but hey, you have spoken of the Peace of 
Westphalia, which is fundamental not only for the hegemony of Protestant countries in 
Europe, but for the conformation of nation states, of modern political nations, and you 
have spoken of the Anglo-Saxon hegemony at the imperial level, first through the British 
Empire and then through the American Empire. | would like to know if apart from these 
phenomena that you have mentioned, you have spoken of modernism, which many 
popes criticized in the 19th and 20th century, | would like to know if in that construction 
of modernity, and then | will ask you about post-modernity, you would add phenomena 
like the ones | am going to tell you about. 


The doctrinal construction of liberalism, both politically and socially and economically, 
and on the other hand, connected with liberalism, the rise of industrial revolutions and 
what Marx called the capitalist mode of production, that is, the new order that is 
established from the middle of the 18th century to the present day, in which, in addition, 
a very curious process occurs, which begins much earlier, it begins with the Protestant 
reforms, but the political nations, the nation states of the Westphalian fatherhood, add, 


namely, the looting of the communal lands of the peasants protected for millennia by the 
Catholic Church, which are privatized and sold to people, for example, bourgeois, who 
end up ennobled, because they end up buying nobility titles, the deamortizations, in 
Spain you know that the famous ones are those of Menizabal, Madoz, etc., in other 
Hispanic-American countries, or in Brazil, very strong, very radical deamortizations also 
occur, which end up... 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Enrique VIII, Act of Supremacy in 1534, Enrique VIII is what he does, he snatches what 
the Protestant princes had done with Luther, he snatches the possessions, the legitimate 
lands acquired by the Church, and he gives them to the nobles, and to a nobility, well, a 
kind of nobility, minor idyllic, which is socially, economically ascending, which will be the 
ones to ensure later that England cannot return to Catholicism, because then they would 
have to recognize that all the acquisitions of lands they have made, through that crown 
that is torn from the communion with the Catholic Church in Enrique VIII, had been legal. 


Then the German process, the Spanish process, the German process in 16, the Spanish 
in 19, but you had this English, which is very important too. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Yes, it is true that it also includes, from Enrique VIII, Isabel | and later kings, a lot of state 
laws that regulate property, land, and even labor, the laws of the poor that fine people 
who are asking for alimony, etc. And well, not to mention the religious persecution that 
begins to be exercised in Anglican England and the civil wars that occur later. | can also 
ask you about the rise of romanticism, of romantic philosophy and German idealism, with 
Hegel, Fichte, Schelling, Herder, and Kant, who may be the one who is never named, but 
who is also fundamental to understand this whole process. 


| would like to know if all these phenomena, apart from the illustration, which | think is 
connecting some things with others, that is, the liberal phenomenon in England, the 
romantic phenomenon in Germany, which are modern in their own way, although they 
criticize modernity, they are still children of it. And of course, the rise of this new form of 
division of work and property that is established through capitalism and industrial 
revolutions in England, which later expand to the United States, to Germany, to France, 
to the Netherlands, etc. All these processes, how they affect the Catholic Church at the 
moment in which they occur, because the Church has always had, and forgive me for 
spoiling the question, it has always historically had an admirable ability to adapt to the 
reality that surrounds it. 


That is, the Bible is the truth, but not all the truth is in the Bible, says Marcelo Gullo in his 
last book What America owes to Spain, and therefore the Church needs to generate new 
doctrine to be able to adapt to the historical moment that it is living and to be able to act 


in it. How do all these phenomena that | have described affect the Church at that 
moment in which they occur, which is the enlightenment, if you will, of modernity, and 
how does it currently interpret them? Is there continuity, is there a logical doctrinal 
coherence in that analysis, or are there moments of rupture? 


It's a double or triple question, | don't know anymore, but well, Gabriel, your answer. 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, the Church is not the one that generates doctrine, the Church cannot create 
doctrine, but the doctrine, the revelation is closed with the death of the last apostle, and 
as regards our dear friend, Marcelo Gullo, the Church considers the two sources of the 
revelation, which are Sacred Scripture and Tradition. Lutheranism, Protestantism, will 
completely eliminate Tradition, but of course, Sacred Scripture itself arises in a Tradition, 
that is, in a transmission. Then what Tradition will do will be the interpretation of Sacred 
Scripture. 


Therefore, it will not create, it will not manufacture, it will not produce more doctrine, but 
what it does is explicit it, unfold it, develop it. | always give a graphic example when | 
say this, and it is that of a sheet. Our followers can take a sheet, fold it in four parts, in 
eight parts, and then begin to unfold it. 


Well, that would be the revelation. The revelation that begins in the Old Testament and 
reaches its culmination again with Jesus Christ is what is given to the Church, the 
depositum fidei, and the Church through Tradition unfolds, gradually understands more 
and more deeply that deposit of faith. Well, that was just a note. 


What | come to say in my books, | am not at all an original thinker, | am simply a 
collector of what | have been able to study in men of great wisdom, both Catholics and 
non-Catholics, and that is why you and | can have this friendship and be here both at sea 
of August, and | hope that one day you will also come to the Segestria de la Vende, but 
to what | was going to say. And besides, this is also very typical of Catholicism, of that 
capacity for adaptation that you said, that is, Benito Jerénimo Feij6, a Benedictine monk, 
an erudite of his time, of the 18th century, he can read Locke, and reads Locke, his 
treatises, his letters of tolerance, when he says that you have to be tolerant with all 
Protestants, the different Protestant sects, less with Catholics, and Feij6, as a good 
Catholic, has no prejudices, and what he finds positive and true in Locke, he is able to 
appreciate it. 


Conversely, from Protestantism, it is impossible, and this is seen, and our followers can 
see it perfectly, in someone like César Vidal. César Vidal does not find any goodness in 
anything of the Catholic world, except food, which he does love, the food of the Catholic 
world, which has nothing to do with the food of the Protestant world, especially in the 
United States, but that's it, there are no high-level philosophers in Catholicism, there are 


no high-level literates, there are no high-level thinkers and political scientists, there is 
nothing, it seems that the Enlightenment came to the world by the hand of the friar 
Martin Lutero, and until then, the Church had submitted us to that medieval darkness, 
uncivilized, and fanatic, but well, what | come to say in my books, and what | come to 
pick up from many other wise men, is that there is a beginning of philosophical rupture, 
which will be nominalism, first with Duns Scotus, and especially later with Occam, what 
was then called the modern way, the modern way. Occam in theology and in philosophy, 
he is a great Fideist philosopher, but then in political philosophy he is a complete 
rationalist, and that is why he will embrace the emperor Luis de Baviera and face the 
Pope. That rupture, that beginning of philosophical rupture, of rupture of the thought of 
Christianity, which reaches its peak with the figure of St. Thomas Aquinas, in the 13th 
century, well, it goes unnoticed, it goes unnoticed because only a series of intellectual 
elites are very concrete and very specific. The ethical rupture of Machiavelli is more 
important, you said that it is sometimes exaggerated, | think that rather the problem of 
Machiavelli is that it is not known to him, it is that he has passed as a philosopher of 
second division B or third regional and it is not read to him, and not only to the prince, 
you also have to read the story of Florence, and you have to have that knowledge of 
both texts, and | think that the bomb, the bomb of the ethical rupture of Machiavelli, 
fueled by the reading of pagan philosophers who have not been correctly understood, 
because the 15th century is not the 3rd century BC, because it is the first great step of 
that rupture, of that rupture. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Sorry to interrupt you, do you mean the text of the discourses about the first decade of 
Tito Livio? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Exactly, exactly. 1517, Plutarch, you said your Protestant reform, | am very picky with 
this, Santiago, because as | see and study and understand and investigate, what we are 
seeing is a linguistic war, this cultural battle is not a linguistic battle to a large extent, we 
have to be very precise in the terms. Reform means going back to the first form, what 
Luther does is not that, what Luther does is create a new religion, it does not return to 
the primitive form, so | prefer the term religious revolution, there is a religious revolution 
with Luther, there is a rupture of Christianity, which as | said before can be seen in the 
Peace of Westphalia, when Spain, when the Catholic monarchy, the Hispanic monarchy, 
loses the war of the 30 years because France becomes part of the Protestant countries 
and this is also very important because France decides to do this driven by what we 
could call a kind of proto-nationalism, that is, the reason for the Maquiavelo state, that's 
it, there is no more, the reason for the Maquiavelo state, because in addition, look at 
France, all the wars it had had with the Huguenots, the massacre of the night of San 
Bartolomé, all the problems it had had, and even so, in order to weaken the Hispanic 


monarchy, the empire, arms are thrown from its enemies, so there is a very important 
Machiavellian influence in Richelieu, there is no doubt about that. 


The religious rupture, the political rupture, this is what you were saying, the political 
rupture comes in 1789 with the French revolution, that is, modernity has a first phase, 
which would be this, which begins with the Lutheran Protestant revolution and that 
second phase of modernity would begin with the Enlightenment, which, to make it 
historical, 1789, the French revolution, then Napoleon, especially through the Civil Code 
of Napoleon, number 804, will export that codification of the Jacobin ideology, with the 
elements of Montesquieu and other illustrious philosophers, or of Voltaire, throughout 
Europe. By the way, now that it is also in the cinemas, the film is by Napoleon, Napoleon 
had an edition that is preserved, an edition of the Prince of Machiavelli full of personal 
notes in the margins and in all the blank spaces that the edition had. | do not mean that 
Machiavelli is the mixture of all evils and without any good, but | do accept that there is 
a political influence, the political praxis of which it is usually granted, which, | insist, 
happens as a philosopher of second view or third division. 


The social rupture, the social revolution, will arrive in 1917, with the Bolshevik revolution 
in Russia, and what would come to be the fourth revolutionary wave, and here | already 
link with what you said, is in 1968, the Cultural Revolution, what we could describe as 
the historical beginning of post-modernity. Look, the Vatican II ends in 1965, the Cultural 
Revolution in 1968, that is, what | was saying before is that the Vatican II, there the 
Church completely changes perspective in its hierarchies, embraces, signs the peace, 
establishes a friendly dialogue with modernity, but what the Church is doing is 
embracing a rotten corpse, because what is emerging is post-modernity, it is all that 
influence of the Frankfurt School, which from the United States is reaching the European 
continent. Then, if our followers can read some of the pontificial documents, from 
Gregory XVI, we are talking about 1835, 1832, about modernity, all the Popes, Leon XIII 
in his Corpus Politicum, Leonino, Libertas, Diuturnum, for example, they are against the 
exile movement in France, the Christian Democrats, they are saying that modernity is 
incompatible, that modern concepts are incompatible with Catholicism. Why? Because all 
modern concepts, in short, can be reduced to one, which is presented mainly by Luther. 


Let's not forget, Luther who affirms, | am from the Ockham faction, then Luther is built 
all his thought on nominalism, the Ockhamist Fideism, remember also that Luther says 
that reason is the devil's ram, and that is why Luther confronts faith with reason, the first 
phase of modernity, and the second phase of modernity, what happens? He confronts 
reason with faith. We have the god reason and rationalism. 


Well, what Luther does is, continuing with Ockham, the principle of subjectivization, the 
principle of subjectivization, that is, individualism, which is Protestantism, a religious 
individualism, | do not need the mediation of the Church, | communicate directly with 
God, as | do not need the mediation of the Church, and because we are Fideists, we 


reject, and you will also like this as a good materialist, we reject all the material that 
there is in the Church, we reject the laws, the canonical right, we reject the sacraments 
that all have, as St. Thomas explains very well in the third part, matter and form, water 
in baptism, matter forms the words, | baptize you in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
of the Holy Spirit, Eucharist, matter, bread and wine, form, this is my body, this is my 
blood, and so on. 


Because in short, Protestantism, Lutheran thought, and this also, for our followers of 
materialism, may be interesting to them, what Luther comes to say in short, is that 
nothing material can be a cause, it can be an instrument of salvation. That is why | save 
myself only by faith, nothing of works, a contemporary approach of this Protestant 
theology, we have it in the recent laws of hate crimes. How is a feeling It is legislated on 
concrete facts, proven, not on feelings. 


Of course, it is this, that is, the facts, the material does not count, the subjectivity of the 
person counts. Well, there | think you can see perfectly that rupture between the 
teaching of the Church before Vatican II, where it is warning, and does not stop warning, 
and does not stop saying that ancient Christianity, the West, after that rupture, 
Christianity with Westphalia, is being increasingly infiltrated by those philosophical 
notions, political, legal, economic, there is Rerum Novarum of Leon XIII, economic, that 
are sowing the dissolution of faith. 


And it is precisely what draws the attention of the documents of Vatican II, where that 
does not exist. And it seems that we are in an idyllic state that, by the way, Santiago has 
already finished, very typical of the 60s, of make love and not war, and here all happy 
flower, and how happy and how handsome and how beautiful we are. Well, of course, as 
you do not want a dogmatic council, and therefore that it has the charisma of infallibility 
and perpetuity, as you make it pastoral, you yourself fit, you fit in the mentality of your 
time. 


And you are not able to overcome it to enter the ground, not of the feelings that are, by 
their own essence, modifiable and immutable, but in the solidity of the concepts and the 
ideas that do not change. | do not know if | have answered you a little, | have tried to do 
it. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Yes, well, the question was very broad, the answer evidently too, but then | want to 
return to the issue of the social question, because after the industrial revolution and the 
cultural, social and economic transformations that they entail, the Catholic Church tries 
to respond to that by building the social doctrine of the Church, which, on the other 
hand, as a materialist, as a Marxist, | find it very interesting, and it is curiously, within 
what is the current Catholic world, and within that cultural battle of the current Catholic 
world, to call it in some way, it is the great forgotten, that is, it seems that it is more 


aware of issues as iS normal, like abortion, the issue of the growth of individualism as a 
way of finding happiness, and it seems that the social issues in that battle, badly called 
cultural battle, which is also a Protestant term, as you well know, the Kulturkampf of 
Bismarck, it seems that it has been abandoned, or that it is not taken into account, and it 
is almost as if they can give you the epithet, as many liberal economists do, of socialist 
or communist to the Catholic Church. 


But before that, because | think it is a thing to return to later, you have spoken of 
Ockham, of Guillermo de Ockham, when | was reading questions about medieval 
philosophy, in a moment when | tried to prepare an opposition to a bachelor's philosophy 
professor, which fortunately | suspended, and thanks to that | am on the YouTube 
channel as | am, | realized how important Ockham is to understand the contemporary 
world. And | think we agree on this. 


Why? Because the way Ockham interprets reality, or the conception of reality, or the 
knowledge we have of reality, and even in its way of interpreting scientific truth, 
influences the way the idea of truth has been democratized in the democratist sense 
today. Why? 


As you well know, nominalism affirms that universals do not exist, neither in the 
objective sense, nor in the abstract sense. And this, obviously, is not only against the 
philosophical rationalism that the Catholic Church builds, but the one it inherits from 
Greek philosophy. It goes against Plato, even against Aristotle, etc. 


And that poses a problem because for Ockham basically everything is reduced to 
conventions, names, and that makes Ockham very connected with Wittgenstein, 
curiously, in the 20th century. That is, the limits of my world are the limits of my 
language. Language, obviously, is a very interesting theory, but it has an obvious 
biological basis and that has allowed the human species to adapt to a lot of 
environments. 


But when we reduce reality to language, Ockham's leap to the construction of the 
modern world, and after that modernity, avant la lettre, which is post-modernity, the 
connection | would say is quite strong. The question... 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Sorry, Santiago, and if you realize, with Ockham the same thing happens with 
Machiavelli. Ockham happens to be a second division B philosopher and no one stops to 
study him because then he discovers everything you are saying very well. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Well, | think it is essential to expose it because Ockham's conception of what human 
knowledge is, of what it is, how it is acquired, how it reaches the supposed truths 


through practical human knowledge, are completely distorted and already conflict, 
contradiction with the very construction of the theories of knowledge that begin to be 
done in medieval universities. | will try to connect this with Machiavelli and with the 
Protestant reform. Why? 


Because with the Protestant reform, and even, Gustavo Bueno says this in The Myth of 
Culture, with what is the response of the Catholic counter-reform, what is then the 
geopolitical path, is done with Padresfalia. And it is that the common medieval Christian 
culture begins to be particularized through the nation states. And then a national culture 
is already being built although with a common base and that common base is seen as 
more archaeological than evident. 


And this is evident in the cultural-political sense. And this has an impact on the position 
that the Catholic Church occupies in the world from the 18th century and above all 19th 
and 20th. And | believe that even the counter-reform contributes to this. 


If you want, you can comment on this or not. But obviously the question is that we have 
reached a point in which... 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

The counter-reform contributed to this, but indirectly. 
[Santiago Armesilla] 

Yes, | do not deny it. 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Indirectly, of course. This is what Chesterton said when he said, when | die, bury me well 
below because there are the true English. When Protestantism, for example, in England 
hangs the term Anglican as if they were the true Angles. 


There is that nuance of Protestantism with the creation of national churches. Churches 
controlled by the political power, which is what Luther does, throwing himself into the 
hands of the German princes because it is the only way that their ideas triumph. And 
then with liberalism in the 19th century, with that false slogan of the free church in the 
free state, which ultimately means the church subdued to the state. 


And we go back to what you said before also with the de-amortizations, which is what 
the liberal state is looking for. If I, to this such a strong counter-power that | have, which 
is the Catholic Church, which is economically self-sufficient, | deprive it of its possessions 
with which it is autonomous at the economic level and has that network so dense of 
schools, of education, of great level, of hospitals, of charity, | make it dependent on me. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


And that which is a process that is economic, obviously, what Marx called the original 
accumulation, however, it goes and is carried out in half networks of that process of 
nationalization of the Christian base, of the culture of what was before called Christianity 
and which was later called Europe, etc. You are also a person who has studied very well 
the issue of the Jesuits and the presence of Jesuitism in America and in parallel to all 
these processes that | am exposing, it occurs through Carlos III the expulsion of the 
Jesuits from the American continent, the end of the Jesuit reductions that somehow 
prepares the ground decades later for the national political construction of the Hispanic- 
American republics as a result of the Balkanization of the Spanish Empire. So here we 
see that it converges in several processes, let's say a philosophical process that has its 
root in the Medieval, in the nominalism of Ockham, which also is one of those that begins 
to build, | say it because a book of mine comes about the matter in January, the ultra- 
modern idea of self-determination which is fundamental to understand the current world, 
the political process that begins with the looting of the communal lands of the church, of 
the peasants in the Medieval that begin to be distributed among nobles, princes and 
great bourgeois that are ennobled. The passage from feudalism to capitalism via violent, 
via wars badly called religious, but they were also basically wars economically, wars for 
the looting of property, then also that extends to the rest of the world through 
colonialism and in that interim the political nations are built and the way of seeing the 
world individualist to which we come now, liberal. So, well, it's not a question what I'm 
doing, it's a reflection, but | would like to know if you share in your analysis that all these 
phenomena apparently isolated and that have so much time spaced out with each other, 
that is, the revolution of Ockham's thinking, of English nominalism, the assumption, the 
beginning of the process of violent original accumulation of the looting of the communal 
lands, peasants, Catholics, the construction of the nation states, that indirectly the 
counter-reform helps this and, let's say, the assumption from a state power of an 
ideology that through the idea of freedom, through free thought, what it is developing is 
basically a sweeping, almost complete, | will not say complete, but almost complete of 
all the traditions philosophical, political, anthropological even, that Catholicism, that the 
Catholic Church has developed for more than a thousand years until that moment and 
that, let's say it catches you upside down because all other phenomena, here would be 
the end of my intervention and it would be a bit of a question, it seems that the Catholic 
Church has had a hard time and continues to have a hard time adapting to all this 
amalgam of historical phenomena that have ended up placing it in the situation it is in 
now. That is, would you say that all this that | have exposed has caught the Church 
upside down and that it has not yet recovered from the blow? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


It is very evident, it is absolutely evident, Santiago, the Church in the face of modernity, | 
insist, takes that position of being the bulwark of Western civilization, of Christianity 
because in the end | think that to summarize it in a term we are talking about unity, one 


of the characteristic notes as it is said in dogmatic theology of the Catholic Church is 
unity, the Church is one, one, and that also means Catholicism, Catholicos, universality, 
the totality of universality, it is not uniformity, that would be a monistic position, 
although it is evidently present in the pre-Socratic but it is taken up by the Protestant 
political philosophy, especially | think that as a result of Hobbes, this with Leviathan is 
very clear, but the fragmentation of the Catholic unity of that European what is the 
characteristic, to put it in some way, | am going to use the term of the ancient world, of 
the ancient world of what later despectively by the revolutionary historiography both 
conservative, liberal as the most progressive or Marxist, | think | think it has called 
despectively the ancient regime that with all its gaps, its limitations, its mistakes, its 
consequences, | agree, but the ancient world itself is that unity, | don't know if you have 
had experience of that, but I, as | have been an exiled rural parish for 11 years, of the 15 
that | have as a priest, | have been able to deal with many older people, which is the only 
thing there is, the only ones who stay in the small towns of Spain and they tell you about 
those years, 50, 60, in which everyone was a pine tree, the unity was complete, and how 
with the advent of liberal democracy, of the party regime, that unity, that social 
cohesion, that we are all a single family, it is true that you cannot omit the phenomenon 
of the massive emigration of the countryside to the cities, especially as a result of 1959 
with Franco's economic stabilization plan, that is obvious, with everything that implies, of 
uprooting all that emigration to the cities, but it is true that those people who had 
emigrated to the cities returned to their native towns, but that unity was already broken, 
then the very thing of the Catholic world, the very thing of that Christianity, | am going to 
say it with all the letters because | think that the most complex beings of this planet, 
because | have constantly, time after time, are the bishops, and after them, many times, 
the priest. So | don't want to be a victim of any kind of complex, but | think, | am 
completely convinced, not for a free opinion that threw him into the wind, not for a kind 
of fanatic irrationality that is unable to judge the historical reality in its rich political, 
cultural, literary, economic history, no, | think that the top of human civilization, without 
a doubt, has been Western culture, Western culture that begins to be called Western 
culture, that union between Greek philosophy, Roman law and biblical revelation, begins 
to be called Western culture when it begins to dechristianize and secularize, because 
before there was Christianity, | insist, it was that unity in diversity, plura et unum, as St. 
Thomas said, following Aristotle. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


About that in the channel, by the way, about the idea of the West that one of its great 
promoters is Luther, by the way. 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Plura et unum, and this is what leads Spain to Hispanoamerica, the top of civilization, I'm 
going to Say it, it's very complex, if | don't agree, | respect it, and whoever wants to 


attack me for it, | don't intend to defend myself, but | think it is the top of civilization, 
and that is what, as it goes, that is, Christianity is the Spain of the 16th century, the best 
of medieval Christianity is what is prolonged in Spain in the 16th century, if for example 
one of the characteristic features of medieval Christianity is the emergence, and 
understand the term, the democratization, the intellectual democratization with 
universities, this is what Spain is going to do in Hispanoamerica, founding 32, 33 
universities, and Spain of the Golden Century, it is not a coincidence, its intellectual elite 
does not complete, but if for the most part they are priests, they are clerics, coincidence, 
Santiago, in the current period of the Church, when it is playing background, in all 
senses, in all levels, is when they have disappeared, | am not saying that the 
intellectuals are clerics in civil society or the political community, but they practically do 
not remain in the intellectual church, | am no longer referring to priests, hardly, nor 
simple faithful, but if there are any, as we can find, well, our dear and admired Juan 
Manuel de Prada, or an outstanding professor like Miguel Ayuso, and others who are still 
there, but in the world, in the world of the ecclesiastical world, there is not the least, | do 
not say cultivation, but there is no cultivation because there is no appreciation of the 
intellect, and this also comes from Ockham, that anti-intellectualism, that opposition to 
reason, and that fideism as a basis on which to place human knowledge, human life, and 
human relations. 


One of the reasons, and | return to your fundamental question, for which the church does 
not surrender to modernity, and does not know how to position itself, because this is as if 
you and | were in a narrow corridor and we almost hit each other, well, we either collide 
or one has to move away for the other to pass, and this is what happens to the church, 
okay, | move away, but where do | stand? | stand here, | stand there, | lie on the floor so 
that you step on me and you pass over me, | put you like this so that you put your foot 
and you pass by, that is why not knowing how to reposition yourself, because he has 
abandoned his traditional positions, what was his own, that is, just as when the Western 
Roman Empire sank, the only institution that remains standing at a political, cultural, 
economic level is the Catholic Church, and the German barbarians, even though they are 
heretics, Aryans, respect her, respect her, and in a situation of civilizational decline, like 
the one we are experiencing, which leaves far behind the one that is experienced at the 
end of the 5th century, that the church, if before that civilizational collapse, abandons its 
position of being a solid reference, | think it already says it, maybe it says it all. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Well, the expression that comes to my mind is that it has become a bit groggy, like, my 
mother, and this blow, | know who gave it to me, but I'm here like shaking. 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


But the abandonment of philosophy is fundamental. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
That's what | wanted to go to. 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


That's why, the abandonment is fundamental, and | also, in the seminary, | went to the 
Toledo seminary, where | graduated, | was an assistant librarian, because | liked to read 
a lot, so | started to load books, and to work with books. When a priest or bishop died, he 
leased his library to the seminary, then we had to classify those books, those that were 
repeated more than five times, we couldn't keep them, the slaves we were there making 
libraries, and what | saw were priests and bishops formed before Vatican II. What | saw, 
what contrasted time after time, was that they barely had any philosophical books. 


Barely any. They had books, some had books of theology, some had books of history, of 
literature, of Christian or Catholic spirituality, well, but philosophical readings | think the 
last they had done were the years of formation of the seminary. They hadn't had any 
again, and I'm convinced, and | don't want to make any reckless judgment, that that 
philosophical formation in the seminary was simply to take the exams, there was no 
internalization of all that that entails. 


Because if not, they wouldn't know, they wouldn't have lacked an articulation of 
response to Protestantism. For example, and | finish, when Gustavo Bueno perfectly 
marks that line that goes from Luther to Hitler, in the Catholic world there is a complete 
ignorance of it. A total and complete ignorance of it, because it's a philosophical line. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


That's why | asked you about the romanticism and the German idealistic philosophy. 
Probably because from Luther to Fichte, Herder, Hegel, Schelling, Schopenhauer, 
Nietzsche, Wagner arrives, Hitler arrives, and be careful that Kant is in between, who 
seems to be the philosopher of illustration, who is the philosopher of freedom, of 
democracy, but he is still a German idealist. He is also fundamental to understand the 
situation of the Catholic Church today. 


Kant! 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Be careful! That inversion, what Professor Andereggen, who is a great Thomist, still lives 
in Rome, calls modern theology. Modern theology, which is the one that comes out 
triumphant, the one that directs and imposes itself in the Vatican II, which is mainly, with 
its flagship, which is Karl Rahner. 


And Karl Rahner, in the same way as Hegel, what he does is secularize theology, and 


that is, | think that is the principle from which his philosophy has to be read. It is a 
secularized theology, and so it can be understood, | think, in its fair measure, what Karl 
Rahner does is build a theological building, because it cannot be said that Karl Rahner 
was not a wise man, that he was, that this is another thing that also speaks of the 
decadence of the Church. That is, today there are not even heretics, in the sense of 
Santiago, who have nothing in their heads. 


It's a bit like politicians. You see the intellectual degradation of politicians in Spain. Well, 
at least before there was a certain intellectual level. 


For example, | always say that the last intellectual left to the Socialist Party was Gregorio 
Pezes Barba. Evil, but an intellectual. Right now, the intellectual left to the Socialist Party 
is Jorge Javier Vazquez. 


It is all said with that. Rahner would be a heretic type, there is no doubt about it, a 
Gnostic, Pantheist, but at least he was an eminence. But today the Mindundis who write 
or publish passages within the body of the Catholic Church, well, you read them and they 
fall into your hands. 


But back to Rahner, his theological building is built on Kantian philosophy, at least, 
especially on Hegel's philosophy and also on Heidegger's. This is very important. And the 
Rahnerian vision, because Rahner is considered as the new St. Thomas Aquinas, and just 
as St. Thomas Aquinas served as Aristotle, | will serve as Kant, especially Hegel and 
Heidegger. For example, the question of the dialectic initiated by Fichte and continued 
by Hegel as a social contract initiated by Hobbes but just theorized in another Russian 
sense, that is what is applied. That is the scheme that is applied to the Church from 
Vatican Il. That is, there is a thesis that it is the Church prior to Vatican II, a traditional 
Church, the Church, as they say, Tridentine, the Church of Counter-Reformation, which is 
nothing else, and they are right in this, that it is the continuation of the Medieval Church. 


But of course, in the Medieval Church and in the Tridentine Church everything is fixed, 
everything is completely fixed to the faith and we continue to live dogmatically from 
Trent the Catholic Church, the institutions are fixed, the canons are fixed, it is that 
between the Medieval Christianity and the Council of Trent practically everything is 
already fixed. And then they say, this is the thesis, the antithesis, the antithesis would be 
Protestantism. Protestantism is what we consider superior to us, for example, a concept 
or a prejudice, better said, very rooted in the Catholic world during the years of Vatican II 
and also later, and | think it comes to this day, it is the inferiority complex of the Catholic 
world that Protestants know the Bible infinitely better than us. 


And it is critically assuming the Protestant ideology that, as you read the Bible according 
to the tradition of the Church, you do not know it and we do. As you do not have, it 
seems to be, in quotation marks, so proper that reading of the Bible that we have in the 
Protestant world, we know it but you do not. Thesis, antithesis, synthesis. 


And there is Benedict XVI, before Juan Pablo II, Pablo VI, where they try to make a 
synthesis. We are going to accept certain issues of modern thought, of modernity, that 
individualistic principle of subjectivization, but we are going to try to keep the essentially 
Catholic, we are going to try, to put it in a metaphysical way, we are going to change the 
accidents without changing the substance. We keep the substance, but the accidents we 
are going to change. 


And that is why the liturgy of the Church changes as it changes, and the way the Church 
presents itself in society, the main thing is that the liturgy will change so much. But of 
course, the question is, my dear, dear Santiago, that if | put water and oil in a glass, 
even if it has 300 years there, they will not mix. It is impossible. 


It is impossible. So, Vatican Il renounces what had been the Catholic political doctrine, 
but it says, well, let's keep morality. That's what Paul VI says in Civica Humanae Vitae, 
which will continue with Paul Il and that's why his rejection against the crime of abortion, 
and that's what is completely broken with Pope Francis. 


And | finish because Aristotle says it very clearly. Aristotle, in the Nicomachean Ethics, 
says, the last phrase of the Nicomachean Ethics says, after having investigated these 
things, the ethics, maybe we are in better conditions to perceive what form of 
government is better, and how each one must be ordered, and what laws and customs 
must be used. Let's start talking about this. 


And so he links the Nicomachean Ethics with politics. Of course, Santiago, if in Vatican II 
we eliminate politics, the Church stops cultivating the philosophy of law, stops cultivating 
natural law, surrenders to legal positivism, which is largely liberal democracy, to the 
theories of Kelsen, etc. Of course, and pretends that the ethics, the Catholic moral 
remains without politics. 


And that is why we see today how the greatest harassment that the Catholic Church is 
suffering is for it to change and modify its uninterrupted moral teaching since the time of 
Christ and the Apostles to adapt to this world. But as it has already adapted politically, 
as it has already adapted liturgically, as you said before, that capacity of adaptation has 
to adapt as well. But of course, this implies the oblivion that the Church is not the owner 
of the doctrine it transmits, but is a simple servant. 


And therefore it is not its own deposit of faith and cannot change it. And the modus 
operandi of the political parties that support certain issues and the opposites as they 
please, cannot be used in the Catholic Church. But of course, when you have opened the 
door and you have started to let go to try to adapt to a world that will not accept you, 
because of course, you say, with all the concessions that the Church has made in the last 
60 years, it should have been added, it would be logical, right? 


It should have been added because all that civilization formed culturally, politically, 


philosophically in the modern world, should have been maintained and have entered 
even more in the Church. And what has been seen has been a complete disbanding. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Yes, a reduction with this question of morality that you say, almost as some Say, to an 
ONG. Everything you have exposed comes to my mind to ask you a very specific 
question, where | think the answer you can give can connect a lot with everything we 
have already talked about. Even with OCAM. 


In Benedict XVI, the previous Pope, wrote a famous article, well, it was the speech in 
Ratisbona, which was titled God Save the Reason, where he criticized, or rather, he 
exposed as one of the foundations of the crisis of the Church, perhaps, what in summary 
would be something like the desalination of Christianity, of Catholic Christianity. That is, 
a progressive disconnection of Catholic thought with its Greek philosophical basis and 
perhaps also with Roman law. The question is very specific. 


Gabriel, do you agree with this assessment of Benedict XVI? Has the Catholic Church 
been desalinated? What happened? 


Can't you hear me? No? | don't know why. 

Let's see. Wait a second. Let's see now. 

Hello? What happened? | don't know what happened. 
Give me a second. I'm going to leave and I'm going to come back in. Let's see. 
Can you hear me now? 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

Now. Now. 

[Santiago Armesilla] 

| don't know what happened. 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

Well. If you can repeat the question, I'll repeat it. 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


Okay. But you can leave the audio, | think. Well, if you can hear me, I'm going to do it 
again. 


I'll summarize it again. Let's see. Based on everything you have exposed, on what we 


have in common, and taking into account that in the speech of Ratisbona, the previous 
Pope, Benedict XVI, formulated, published years ago with the title God Save the Reason, 
that one of the reasons for the crisis of the Catholic Church is what has been called the 
desalination of the Greek world, the question is very simple. 


Do you agree with this analysis of Benedict XVI? And the second part of the question. 
Has it been desalinated? 


Sorry, desalination of the Greek world? No. Desalination of Christianity. 


Has the Catholic Church been desalinated? Has Catholicism lost its connection with 
Greek philosophy and in part with Roman law? That is, all these processes to which the 
Catholic Church has come have to do with the fact that it has gone progressively, it can 
be from Ockham, it can be with the Protestant Reform, it can be with the Enlightened 
Philosophy, with the German Idealist Philosophy and its connection with Nazism. 


Have you lost your connection with Greece? With Greek philosophy? Have you been 
desalinated? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Without a doubt. That is why Benedict's continuous appeal throughout his pontificate to 
rationality, to reason. One of the best things that | am proud of in life is that | have read 
the entire pontificate of Benedict XVI on two occasions. 


All his public interventions as Pope, written, documents, encyclicals, letters, homilies, 
discourses, everything, everything. As | was in a village in the first destination and there 
was not either, no matter how sincere | was, | could not do more, | dedicated myself for 
two years to reading, | insist, on two occasions, all that pontificate. And it caught my 
attention because it is the Pope from the Vatican II who is appealing the most to John 
XXIll. 


There is barely a document, the Vatican Sapientia, just before the Vatican II, shortly 
before, in which it says that what John XXIII came to say is that it is necessary to 
reinforce even more the humanities in the Church and the cultivation of Latin and Roman 
law. In the Vatican II precisely, all this is loaded, it is destroyed. It is curious, just like the 
document of the liturgy of the Vatican II where it says that Latin should be maintained as 
the official language of the Church, according to its tradition in the Roman liturgy and 
Latin has disappeared from the liturgy. 


And the same with the Gregorian chant. There is a kind of cognitive dissonance in this 
field, very large, in the Church itself. Then, well, John Paul | barely had time for anything 
before Paul VI. 


There is very little in the Magisterium of Paul VI in which it refers to the importance of 


classical philosophy and, therefore, of classical law. John Paul Il has, | always say so with 
all due respect, because | do not doubt the holiness of John Paul Il and the good that he 
could do, obviously great, without denying his limitations and his mistakes that were 
neither small nor brief. But in the encyclic Fides Arratio, there is obviously since Leo XIll, 
if | remember correctly, in 1879, the Eterni Patris, there had not been a pontific 
encyclical on philosophy. 


And although John Paul Il was not a Thomist and in his head he had a tremendous mental 
salad with the phenomenology of Husserl, with personalism and others, but, well, certain 
elements Thomists, certain elements of classical Catholic philosophy still awaited. In the 
case of Benedict, although he recognizes in his autobiography, in the book of my life, 
that he was fatally explained in the seminary to St. Thomas, well, little less comes to say 
that the professor of medieval philosophy and the signatures that have directly the 
philosophical formation of the seminary, connection with it, as is the case of metaphysics 
or of gnosis, epistemology, theory of knowledge, little less that he made him hate St. 
Thomas. He made them, he made them. But Benedict XVI, although he is not a Thomist 
and does not attract him the philosophy of St. Thomas, which is the very altumism of the 
Catholic Church, because it is where it is best expressed, which is what Leon XIII says in 
the Eterni Patris, the one that best expresses the Catholic dogma, and that is Trento, the 
Council of Trento, | don't know if you knew, in the Council of Trento, its beginning is not 
only the Bible, but also the Summa Theologica. Very different from Vatican II in that 
sense. Well, what Benedict XVI does is that although he has not known Thomist 
philosophy, Thomist metaphysics, but he does not have the typical prejudice of the 
negative view of the Middle Ages. 


Since he does not have a negative view of the Middle Ages, he does find his 
philosophical food in St. Augustine. Some of our followers may think that Ockham also 
drinks from St. Augustine, evidently Scott, and even more Ockham, and that is also why 
he will also drink from St. Augustine Luther, which is not by chance that he was also an 
Augustine friar. But it is true that he denounces, and there is the speech of Ratisbona, 
that it has been lost, evidently in Christianity, the cultivation, the appreciation of reason, 
because there has been an abandonment of the humanities. 


You think that before all the priestly formation, all the classes and exams and texts were 
done in Latin until Vatican Il. And the priests and all the clerics knew how to speak Latin. 
It was the universal language. 


And a priest from Madrid went to Hong Kong and found another priest, imagine, of non- 
Spanish language, imagine that it was from Canada, but in that common language they 
could communicate. And the liturgy in all the places of the Church was the same 
language. Of unity. 


Before it was the concept of unity, the unity of Latin. The Church itself was that unity 


that was there, that has been lost. Humanities have been marginalized, the Church itself 
is no longer cultivated. 


And that is why that de-Hellenization of the first of those three pillars on which 
Christianity is based, which is Greek philosophy, of course, if it is yourself, you no longer 
cultivate it, you no longer value it, you are tearing it apart, you are also losing it, not only 
losing it, you are tearing it apart because you are getting rid of it. And not that you get 
rid of it as if you took off a shirt, because it was something that integrated the Church, 
but you have to tear it apart with violence, you are tearing it apart. Precisely the 
fundamental instrument, | think, that gives you, that provides you with the intellectual 
weapons to be able to rationally dismantle the whole building of modern ideologies and 
mythologies. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


That's what | wanted to go to. Well, | hope you can hear me. | hope you can hear me 
well. 


Because if that de-Hellenization of Christianity occurs, of the Catholic Church, and in 
general that affects enormously, you have said it, humanities, and also social sciences, 
that also affects the other pillar, which is Roman law. Because Rome inherits its culture 
with Greece and assumes it completely. Unfortunately for some Greeks, but that's the 
way it is. 


The point is that it is Occam, | think that Catholics, let's say Catholics with faith, who 
have studied the matter, you are fully right in pointing to Occam as the beginning of the 
matter. Because the denial of the universals is already a denial of Plato's theory of ideas. 
And Plato's theory of ideas is not an idealist theory, that is a bad reading of Plato. 


Plato's Aidos are not mere ideas, they are essences, constructions, scientific truths. This 
is well explained in materialist essays. And evidently from that Anglo-Saxon nominalism 
it begins little by little, very little by little, to break down the Hellenic-Greek pillar on 
which the Catholic Church is built and sits. 


And that, | would say, even has obvious sociopolitical repercussions. 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Sorry, Santiago, before you continue, because otherwise we cannot divide a little. With 
the abandonment of humanities, with the abandonment of classical philosophy there has 
also been the abandonment of Roman law in the Church. Roman law is practically 
unknown. 


During the priestly formation Roman law is only a syntagma, which can be heard in some 
class of philosophy, and | don't know if also in some class of canonical law, and it's over. 


But not even in canonical law, because the previous canonical law code, the one of 1917, 
that structure is built on Roman law. But the canonical law in force, the law code in force 
of the Church promulgated by John Paul II, the new canonical law code in 1983, in 
January of the 41st year, is not built nor articulated according to Roman law, but is built 
and articulated according to the theological principles of Vatican Il. 


| mean, this is very important, this is very important, and | have been studying it for 
three years to get a degree in canonical law, and well, | can only tell you that my thesis 
was in philosophy of law, and said by one of the professors, in 25 years of the faculty of 
canonical law of the University of San Damaso, | think it had been my first thesis in 
philosophy of law. In 25 years no student, no one had been interested in any question of 
the philosophy of law, they had focused only on canons of the new canonical law code, 
which I| insist, and this | think is paradigmatic, is built on the theology of Vatican Il, and 
all the schematization, the development, the partialization, the terms of Roman law 
cease to exist. Because a very important thing, and | finish to continue Santiago, in the 
Catholic Church Romanity means universality, that is, it means Catholicism, that is, it 
means unity. 


Then, as the Church has been Protestantizing, it has been deromanizing, deromanizing 
that hatred of Rome so typical of the Germanic Protestant world, it has been 
Protestantizing, it has been abandoning liturgical unification, it has abandoned legal 
unification. We live in a time now, Santiago, you do not participate in the life of the 
Church, | tell you from the inside, as a 16-year-old priest already ordained, and that, 
thank God, when | was a seminarian, | was still able to speak with old priests who had 
been formed before Vatican Il, and had known the Church before Vatican II, and they told 
me, well, poor in quotation marks, meritorious priests of the people, already retired, the 
poor elderly, they told me, look, before the Council, and they were not contrary, much 
less to the Council, they were not suspicious of traditionalism, and they told me, before 
Vatican Il, all the priests were dressed the same, each one dressed in a different way. 


Before Vatican Il, all the priests celebrated the same mass. Now it is impossible to find 
two equal masses all over the planet. Before Vatican Il, all the priests taught the same 
catechism. 


Now each parish, each church, has a different one. Before Vatican Il, we all said the 
same thing in the confessional, and we preached the same thing in the pulpit, because 
we had been formed with the same thing in the seminaries. It could vary the author of a 
manual in one seminary or another, in one nation or another, but in the end, everyone 
said the same thing, because Suarez's theology, to a large extent, had a little bit of St. 
Thomas. Because this is also what was imposed thanks to the Jesuits, Sudrez's theology, 
with its limitations and its eclectic reading of St. Thomas. This has been completely 
broken. That is why | wanted to... 


Forgive me for stopping you, because | wanted to integrate what you said about Roman 
law in the whole set of elements that, when one starts, when one forgets, when one 
separates, when one undervalues, the others come together. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Well, of course, they come together, and hence the question, because all the historical 
phenomena that Gabriel and | are dealing with are intertwined and disintegrated in huge 
continuities and discontinuities. With that reference you made to Hegelian dialectics, 
which Hegel never really used, although you know it well, the terms thesis-antithesis- 
synthesis. He used others, but... 


All this you said, | was going to ask you a question, but now I'm going to ask you another 
one, necessarily. | asked Manuel de Prada if the Vatican Council Il... | hope you can hear 
me. 


Can you hear me? Ok. | don't know what Gabriel is doing. 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, what's happening to me is that if... What's happening is that if | plug in the battery, 
I'm running out of battery, | can't hear you on the microphone, so I'm a bit... Sorry. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 

But how much battery do you have left? 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

6%. 

[Santiago Armesilla] 

Oh my God, we're screwed. 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

No, let's see, I'm going to try... I'm not as sweet as you in these things. 
[Santiago Armesilla] 

Of course, you're talking from a laptop. 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

Of course, I'm going to try to put it on the microphone. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Ok, let's wait a little to see what this man manages to do with the battery. And as soon 
as he solves it, we'll continue with the meeting, which is being very interesting. We are 
already 1,213 followers in the chat. 


Well, since we're here, please, thumbs up, leave your comments below, share and 
activate the bell because this meeting is high-level. Have you managed to solve the 
battery issue? Can you hear me? 


| can hear you. Can you hear me? Yes, perfectly. 


| think you've connected another microphone or something. You sound different, but you 
sound good. Perfect. 


Let's continue. He managed to solve the battery issue. 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

You have to give me some lessons from this. 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


I'm still not used to these things in the virtual world. Well, it's just connecting a cable, 
but we're fine. What | was saying, | asked Juan Manuel de Prada when he came to my 
channel if he considered the Vatican Council the Vatican II for the Catholic Church what 
the May of 68 was to the workers' movement, to the socialist communist movement, etc. 


And he told me yes. Do you think that your May of 68 is the Vatican II Council? 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, even more so. One of the main theologians who carries the voice in the Council, 
who drags, who creates opinion to which the rest of the bishops a little less than after 
Ranner, has him as a reference point, which is Chennault. Well, and especially I'm going 
for Congar, Dominic. 


Well, Congar says that the Vatican Il is 1789 of the Catholic Church. And Cardinal 
Daniels, if | remember correctly primate of Belgium, was a close friend of Paul VI and 
then he is the one who articulates from the 68 all the world opposition within the Church 
against Paul VI by the encyclical Humane Vitae. Daniels says even more, he says that 
the Vatican Il is, with the Vatican Il the Church has made peacefully its revolution of 
1917. 


This is even stronger, because the other leaves a theologian and stays in the Bastille, but 
well this one already goes to the Palace of Winter and is a primate cardinal and had a lot 
weight, that is evident. Of course, that's why | against that conservative interpretation or 
neoconservative of the Vatican II that wants to see continuity where it can hardly be 


found unless it is by means of an act voluntarist, nominalist. Well, that's why my dear Fr. 


Francisco, director of our program great friend for 22 years from the seminary and our 
supreme Fuhrer, as | like to call him. Yes, this is a bit also to recognize his authority. No, | 
say for his undisputed and indisputable authority. 


Yes, yes, that's why. 

[Santiago Armesilla] 

There is FUhrerprinzip in the sacristy of the Vendee? 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Yes, yes, because of the account | have because | can't be shot or gassed that's why | 
say it, right? of the Fuhrer, that's why at all times | always recognize him. Greetings to 
him. 


That's a big hug, Fr. Francisco. Well, let's see what it means is that you can't tear the 
documents from their context, then those who intend that continuity of the Vatican II say 
no, it's that the texts | remember, for example, another of the usual documents with De 
Prada in Tears of Rain the theologian José Antonio Salles who was a teacher in Toledo, 
also in the Toledo seminary, | have read, | have not read all his theological production, 
which is very broad, but | have read several of his of his treatises on theology but of 
course what Salles says is there is no formal heresy in the Vatican II, well, but that that 
there is not in the documents does not mean that those documents are not deficitory in 
other matters, and | finish that conservative world neo-conservative in the Catholic 
Church clings to what Benedict XVI calls and that | believed it, | mean | sincerely believed 
it | saw that no, | mean, from the first year of the seminary, Santiago, | see that there is a 
rupture, because | realized right away | didn't know anything, | also tell you | came, | am 
one of the last to do Bupicou, which makes me consider Aristotle, seeing later the 
educational destruction that we witnessed in Spain | come from pure letters well, | had 
some idea but | mean, | had no idea of theology more idea than what a 21-year-old boy 
could have when | entered the seminary the only thing | knew was that | wanted to carry 
Sotana because the priest who gave him my vocation always went with Sotana and | 
wanted to be like him and for me he was like my reference, more than a brother a father 
but of course, right away when | enter, | realize, as | go studying, that here there are 
pieces in the puzzle that do not fit but well, | enter the year 2002-2003, that course, 
2005 Benedict arrives and he talks about hermeneutics continuity Discourse on the 
Roman Curia on December 22, 2005 December 22, 2005 you can also find it if you want 
look for it, and he says there that after Vatican II what is clear is that there is a 
hermeneutics of the rupture that breaks with the tradition of the Church with excuse of 
Vatican Il and then there is a hermeneutics of continuity and reform, and this is the most 
important, Santiago, within of the same subject Church of course, this is what you have 


to read carefully, what comes to say 2016, that continuity is not in the doctrine but it is 
in the teaching subject it is like if your father, Santiago, tells you this is white, and 
tomorrow he tells you this is black, and you say, dad you told me it was white, but I'm 
your father then | told you white, and | tell you, okay, okay that's what it is important to 
understand that's why in the Catholic world and this already happens in the Vatican II 
and it is symptomatic there is no division as in the political world of progressives and 
conservatives or not is that there is a liberalism progressive there is a conservative 
liberalism that preserves the advances of that progressive liberalism and there is a 
traditionalism which is continuity with all the deposit and the life of the Church and this 
is the reality that's why what | said before Santiago, of that attempt of John Paul Il, of 
Benedict of Paul VI to try certain modern elements, incorporate them without deforming 
the Catholic content but of course, it is the quadrature of the circle 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| do not see the analogy with the Bolshevik revolution among other things, because 
there is no rupture, well there are matinations to Marx, but hey, this gives for another 
meeting, but it is not the case Gabriel when you talk about your contact with the faithful, 
even with retired priests of the people with whom you have had a lot of relationship for 
many years, the idea that comes to my mind of the exhibition you do and | think this also 
has a connection with these historical processes that we have seen is that it seems that 
the Catholic Church is going through one thing that also happens in other areas that are 
tangentially influenced by religion but not only and this, Prada has pointed it out many 
times along with other people many philosophers both atheists and Catholics have 
pointed it out it seems that there is a crisis of the idea of community a crisis of the idea 
of community that has to do with that boom of individualism that comes from the hand 
of liberalism of that relativization of the scientific truth of the philosophical truth of the 
application of reason to Know and also with this that Alicia Merchand calls the hydroponic 
subject that subject disconnected from his roots at the level of family, at the level of 
religion at the level of homeland, at the level of class of community, of friends, of 
neighborhood and that it is a kind of subject that builds his identity based on what is in 
the market and in his life and it seems that the idea of community which is premodern 
has also entered into crisis and entering into crisis that idea of community then the 
Catholic Church also enters into crisis which is still a community of faithful a universal 
community, that Catholic Church which is the term | like the most 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 
mystical body 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


that translated into Spanish the Catholic Church is literally a bit progressive but it is a 
universal assembly but that crisis of the idea of community that begins to break down 


historically from the end of the 15th century and then in the 16th with the reform the 
deamortization, the process of original accumulation, a little colonialism the rise of the 
nation states and then a little also the liberalism and individualism in a political and 
philosophical sense as it sits as a dominant ideology in many states goes hand in hand 
with the rise of | want to return to the subject of the industrial revolution, of industrialism 
of capitalism before that, the Catholic Church first criticizes modernism and then 
proposes the social doctrine of the Church, which seems to me | don't know if you agree 
with me that it seems to be one of the great forgotten by the Catholics both clergy and 
lay at the moment which is a response to that social, labor, industrial world of capital 
that has settled to the present Do you think that the oblivion or the parking of the social 
doctrine of the Church has to do with this decomposition of the idea of community which 
is a Slow decomposition of the idea of community and secondly has the Catholic Church 
disconnected from the problems of the street from the problems of the people this may 
seem like a purely sociological question but it is not that is, if you are a little against 
modernity, you have lost the pulse of social changes and of economic and cultural 
changes labor, etc. 


that have occurred in the last | don't know if to say 50 years that is, you are not up to 
work as someone who says about the problems that are occurring to people in the world 
of work, etc. 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, the first part of the question Rerum Novarum, Leon XIII the first encyclical with 
which that doctrinal corpus would be inaugurated of the social doctrine of the Church 
there is an attack more than an attack, | would say a refutation a refutation both of 
capitalism as there is also of socialism in Rerum Novarum and there it establishes very 
well Leon XIII as the theological error the Protestant religious error leads to the political 
error and the link between the theological error and the political error is the moral error 
which is that that misconception of the richness of Protestantism that Luther is 
manifested to a lesser extent better said with a very weak theorization although then 
Philip Melanchthon developed it a little more but obviously it was in the Calvinist world 
and by the way... 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
Sorry, it's true, we haven't talked about Calvin at any time 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Sure, and | want to hear a book, Santiago, very read by the bishops who have 
participated in the Vatican II and that makes them | won't tell you discover the lost 
paradise but it does open their eyes I'm talking with irony is the Protestant ethic and the 
spirit of capitalism of Max Weber the bishops of the traditionally culturally Catholic 


countries Hispano-Americans Spanish, Italians Irish well, obviously 500 years of black 
legend also end up in the Catholic Church in its hierarchies 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
It goes hand in hand obviously 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


and then suddenly it is as if they discover the lost paradise it seems that the Protestant 
world economically it is more flourishing culturally it is more flourishing and in quotation 
marks politically it is more stable than ours then this gives rise also let's see | don't want 
to be misinterpreted at the level of psychologism I'm not a supporter of the pervert 
Freud and his psychologistic doctrines but obviously there is a psychological component 
in the human being and this is deposited in the psychology of the leaders of the 
hierarchies of the Church and this also at an economic level will also be a step towards 
Protestantization Why? Because if we have talked about that rupture that exists with 
Vatican Il, with the previous teaching of the Church, it will also be seen in the field of 
social doctrine of the Church, Santiago because the encircles of social doctrine of the 
Church, the Reunovarum of Leon XIII the 40th year of Pius XI where it denounces that 
international plutocracy of money from Mater et Magistra of John XXIII of Octogenes and 
Athenians of Paul VI when he already assumes democracy as the only liberal democracy 
or bourgeois liberal as you say as the only possible form of government also there the 
social doctrine of the Church has been completely castrated and then it has been 
castrated to such an extent and | link it with what you also asked that it has come and 
nothing suspicious and it caught my attention it left me very out of place. In Acts 16 in 
his encyclical Caritas In Veritate which is written in that framework of social doctrine of 
the Church where it says that the social doctrine of the Church is based on charity 
because the social doctrine of the Church was based on the natural law and therefore on 
the cardinal virtue of justice and it is justice that incardinates the right with the moral as 
the virtue of justice is a moral virtue to give to each one what is his, to give to each one 
what corresponds to him there precisely is the idea of right as determination of what is 
fair says Saint Thomas in the Summa Theologica and this is very important. Then look, 
before Vatican Il all the Catholic syndicates that were in Spain that has completely 
disappeared. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
Well, it is still in use but it is very testimonial 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


That's why, but all the union force that many of them were later assassinated during the 
war of 36 and even before the revolution of Asturias of 34 October of 34 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
And some later too 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Yes, you are right Santiago, because that Catholic syndicalism has disappeared as if the 
Church, I'm not going to a listener will say, well, what is a priest going to do? 


| think of the priests | don't know if I've been a priest in this program 
[Santiago Armesilla] 

You are the first 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

| feel privileged 

[Santiago Armesilla] 

You are a pioneer, you have that honor 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Thank you very much | feel privileged and privileged Well, but before Vatican Il 
remember our followers that in the 50s it is in France where the famous workers' 
workers' priests, that is that the concern of the Church for the labor world was not up to 
the circumstances or in the sense that it would not have been everything everything it 
would not have had all the dedication it deserved | can recognize that historically it may 
have been the case that the Church should have cultivated more or collaborated more in 
the field of labor rights, however the Church turned much more than it is recognized by 
liberal historiography itself and a good part of Marxism, and you know it too, Santiago 
What is clear is that from the political change from the coup d'état of Vatican Il that has 
completely disappeared | insist, for the nationalization of the Church if you eradicate it 
not already in the virtue of justice theological virtue, cardinal virtue and there comes the 
natural law, the natural right because of course, by renouncing the politics of Aristotle, 
the political magisterium of the Church is renouncing the natural right it is renouncing 
the natural right because according to the natural right there cannot be democratic 
consensus if you have thrown yourself in the arms of liberal democracy you have thrown 
yourself in the arms of capitalism and | love to say it like that capitalism, which is 
Protestantism in economy capitalism is Protestantism in economy 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| don't know if you know that in German ideology, which is a work of youth by Marx and 


Engels both say that Protestantism is the bourgeois version of Christianity and Marx has 
this for the Catholics who are listening to us now that yes, evidently the encyclicals of 
the Church condemn socialism but of course, there is a univocal idea of socialism when 
socialism is an analogous idea there are many types of socialism and faced with each 
other but well, Marx says that Luther wanted to convert priests into laymen and ended 
up converting laymen into priests plus other theological investment processes which is 
very important to understand the modern world and of which they are participants 
Luther started it but well, there we have Descartes Leibniz, Malebranche 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


individualism that individualism that destruction, not of the idea but of the reality of the 
community that's what | meant the Church is the mystical body of Christ 1 Corinthians 
chapter 12 that's the Spanish Empire that's the poly-synodal monarchy the corpus 
mysticum at a political level and that's how the Church has always been structured and 
here there is also a very important element when the Church assumes liberal democracy 
from Vatican Il as the only possible way and this is very important Santiago, not possible 
in the term of political possibility but possible in the term of just just the Church 
recognizes from Vatican Il that there can only be a just government if this is a liberal 
democracy and if not, it is not considered a just government but well, I'm not going to go 
into that 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


it is very important what you say because here you have just exposed without saying it, 
the Catholic criticism to philosophical actualism to substantialist actualism that is, that of 
only what exists is possible and real and | that | am a materialist, | share that criticism 
that exists, because at the political and social level it has many implications actualism 
because in the end it ends up being a justification of the political social problems, etc. 


that exist, like what leads us almost to Margaret Thatcher there is no alternative and 
apart from this that you say about the idea of community, of that rupture that the 
Church has seen you insist a lot because you have a lot of expositions about it that the 
expulsion of the Jesuits and the end of the Jesuit reductions in America and particularly in 
Misiones, in Parana in the mouth of the Rio de la Plata in the basin of the Rio de la Plata 
suppose, in my opinion a very strong historical blow to the idea of community because 
those Jesuit communities that maybe some do not like but they are very inspired by 
Thomas More in his work Utopia Thomas More who was Catholic and was executed by a 
Catholic form a kind of utopian socialism very prior to Fourier, Owen and Saint-Simon 
and where the working day did not last seven hours, there was a very powerful 
intellectual formation in the indigenous who met because in a very short time in two 
centuries they went from the Paleolithic to the Baroque that is an absolute revolution 
cultural, political, social huge and suddenly by beheading the Spanish empire by the part 


of the south of that not only an important military front ends that would have prevented 
many things and also that it was a stop to the Portuguese bandits who are still 
mercenaries slaves Portuguese colonial Portuguese but also a very strong blow to the 
idea of Christian community Catholic who defend the Church and | suppose you will know 
the distinction that Ferdinand Tony does between community and society that is very 
present in German sociology of the 19th century and it seems that the current modern 
world is more in favor of the idea of society than the idea of community and the idea of 
society has a many undeniable business connotations | do not know how the Catholic 
Church faces that decomposition of the idea of community and how it analyzes what it 
entails at the social level of the different communities or pre-capitalist institutions that 
begin to dissolve with capitalism such as the family the neighborhood | don't even know 
but the idea of community of mutual support, that network of mutual support that 
existed in the towns and neighborhoods that are being lost people are increasingly going 
to their own has no time to stand in front of a person who is suffering a breakdown, a 
pain, a suffering 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 
No, not so far, not even the family itself 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


Of course, of course that is, how the Church faces the dissolution of the idea of 
community 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, this is very curious what Santiago says maybe you are surprised because in the 
Church it is precisely the opposite in the law in Roman law and so it was in the law of the 
Church from the decrees to the new code as | told you in 83 the Church was defined as a 
perfect society as a perfect society because the term of society to which you referred is 
a term that is already reinterpreted by that Calvinist theology but until then the term 
society was a Roman legal term that implied a hierarchy when it was spoken in the legal 
language of the Church it was defined as a perfect society perfect society it was being 
recognized that that perfect society that ecclesial body could not be such if it did not 
have that hierarchical structuring that hierarchical structuring by which which is based 
on the sacrament of order the sacrament of the sacrament of the sacrament of the 
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[Santiago Armesilla] 
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[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 
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That was what | was heading for. Because that is precisely what the Church does with 
the barbarians in the Middle Ages, that's the way it is. Of course, the Indigenous of the 
2016-2017 century are, like you have said, in the Paleolithic. 


There is a higher level of civilization among the barbarians of the 20th century. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


On the corner of the River Platte those tribes were hunter-gatherers more or less. 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


No, no, no, 


| totally agree with you and | 


think we have studied the same 


historiographical sources at this point. What | mean is that the evolution of the German 
barbarians of the 5th century was a little older than that of these indigenous people, but 
not much more. So, the work that was done of civilization, because the Church always, 
until the Vatican II, which also breaks this, the Church always, and there is the palmar 
proof of the Spanish heritage in America, the Church always, throughout its history, 
understood that evangelizing was synonymous with civilization, of civilization, that's how 
it is. 


And that's what is done with the Germans in the 5th century, the barbarians, and what 
was done by the Jesuits, Augustines, Dominicans and all the irreligious who go to 


America, by the different missionaries. But let's go back to what we said about their 
perfect society. So, from the Vatican II and from the new code of agronomic law, in the 
legislation, in the legal corpus of the Church, there is a kind of phobia, and | am very 
generous and benevolent saying species, there is a phobia of the term perfect society 
that is modified and changed at the level of legislation and at the level of documents of 
the Magisterium of the Church by community, but community in the Protestant Church, 
where everyone has their particular opinion, as you said, is the owner of himself, as the 
great Clint Eastwood said, my hero since | was a child, and my model of masculinity that 
Clint Eastwood, of course, everyone has their ideas, there is already a subjectivist 
interpretation of faith, but hey, let's agree, do you realize this is what there is in the 
Protestant churches? 


If we are going to agree on how we are going, what are we going to believe in? We are 
Presbyterians, we are Anabaptists, we are Evangelicals... 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
Sorry Gabriel, but that's also democracy. 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Exactly, of course, that's why | tell you that the changes, is that what | want to try, | 
don't know if I'm getting it, I'm failing because I'm a disaster... 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


No, no, no, look, look, | challenge you, you accumulate and | better, | thank you, you are 
saving me, you are saving me, macho. 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


No, but what | try, what | try that our followers can understand, or I, to try to make me 
understand, is that the change of politics in the church's magisterium, of political 
teaching, involves all these changes and the assumption of what the church had 
rejected, which was liberal democracy, coming from the French Jacobin liberalism of the 
Enlightenment, but also of the English of Locke, of the conservative, of the moderate, of 
the one who supposedly respects the natural right interpreted in its own way, all this 
comes. 


Then, what prevails today in the church, at a nominalist level, is the term community, 
but with the Protestant connotation, while the term society, perfect society, classic, from 
the Roman law, has been eliminated, has been eliminated. Then, it is totally the reverse 
process of what you raised in the question, Santiago. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


You can't even imagine the amount of questions that people are asking in the chat. | 
have collected almost 30, and many that are very interesting. Then | am going to raise 
them, because the time that Gabriel is spending with us, | greatly appreciate your 
generosity and your dedication, because it is huge, it is invaluable, not subjectively, 
objectively. 


| want to ask you two questions before moving on to the chat ones. This one that | want 
to ask you has been asked by many people, and | also know that on the YouTube 
channel of the Sacredistia de la Vendee you have not had any kind of problem, or 
complex, or repair, to deal with it. To what extent the thorny and horrible issue of abuse 
of children and minors in the Catholic Church affects their present and their future? 


And what degree of connection does this have with all the phenomena that we have 
analyzed in the meeting so far? That is, why has this situation arisen? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, let's see. Obviously, when Benedict XVI, Pope Francis in 2019, | don't remember, 
but in January there was a kind of meeting of presidents of episcopal conferences of the 
world to deal with this issue, and then the Pope wrote a document in which he said that 
the culprit of everything was clericalism. To this day, it is still undefined by Pope Francis 
and his successor Lacayuno Queleches, is clericalism. 


Because this is, as you said before, socialism, and it can also be said, in a certain way, 
liberalism. They are polysemic terms. So Benedict XVI was still alive and that something 
of intellectual sharpness he had more than Pope Francis and with all those who met, as 
no one bothered to tell him Hey, what do you think? 


No one bothered to tell him because of his risk account, it can also be found on the 
internet, he wrote a kind of ... Well, you don't know how to classify it either, but since he 
was no longer the reigning Pope, he was the Pope emeritus, you can't speak of the 
official document. A kind of letter, like a letter, a reflection, a reflection in which he 
clearly points the finger when he speaks of the sexual revolution of May 68. 


That is, sexual abuse to minors has been in the history of the Church as it was in the rest 
of human societies. | mean, that at the time and in the Christianity regime the peoples 
were Catholic because the axis, the axis of all their reality was Christianity does not 
mean that they were impeccable. Sin still exists, the human being is a sinner that's why 
we ask it in our Father, do not let us fall into temptation but obviously they were minor, 
very isolated phenomena and obviously it was conserved with religion, morality and 
therefore the determination of good and evil and that was punished. 


When the Church opens up to the modern world with Vatican II, as | said before, it opens 
up to that precise modern world that, as | said before, Santiago is already a corpse in 


decomposition because what is emerging is post-modernity. You know that also at 
Frankfurt School, and our followers there we can think of Foucault, right? but it is not 
only Foucault, we can also think of Sartre, there is an idealization and an apology of the 
sex with minors this is a reality and this is also in the Church Benedict XVI, in this writing 
to which he referred | do not remember well from memory, but | think he speaks that this 
was put in pornographic movies in seminaries at that time because as it was necessary 
to reject thesis, antithesis, synthesis, all the thesis of the traditional Tridentine Church 
medieval, obscurantist, it was necessary to open up to the world and it is the world of 
May 68 as it is a hyper-sexualized world of making love and not war and as celibacy is a 
horrible, horrifying thing that the Church is going to take away from above, which is the 
mentality that Benedict also recognizes that there was at that time, because you have to 
educate instead of educating for the celibate, you have to educate the priests in the, I'm 
not going to tell you sexuality, but in the pluriformity of sexual expression with that 
same time, Santiago there is also a collapse of vocations a collapse of vocations and a 
massive priestly abandonment the time that goes from 65 that ends the Council until 75 
there are 100,000 priests who leave the ministry 100,000. By the way, the vast majority 
of them are heterosexuals | haven't asked them, but | know why most of them leave the 
Council to go with a woman | think that is evident then there is, on the one hand a not 
infiltration but an entry in the church of all sociology of the 60s specifically of 68 there is 
a rejection of the traditional Catholic moral theology then if on the one hand there is an 
internal rejection in the teaching itself, in the preaching of the theology of traditional 
Catholic morality and an acritic opening to the currents of thought of 68 with that sexual 
revolution it can be seen that at the level of ideas in the field of intellectual reflection 
that liberalism is entering in some way that liberalism | don't know him but | admire him 
Diego Fusaro in his essay on the new erotic order that sexual liberalism also enters in 
the Catholic Church itself that finds a justification if also that abandonment in the clerical 
establishment so great worldwide is of heterosexual priests obviously there is a 
proportion of homosexuals that grows proportionally to abandon there have been 
homosexuals in the clergy there have always been homosexuals in the clergy but Mati 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
being homosexual does not imply 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


I'm going to that in 2006 Benedict arrives in 2005 in 2006 he makes a norm for which he 
asks that everyone who has homosexual tendencies be thrown out of the seminary not 
because homosexuality as you say leads you to sexual abuse but because as the 
Catholic teaching picks up that to be a priest you have to be a man and you have to be a 
baptized man well the Catholic Church did not affirm it so categorically but | do consider 
and still consider until we'll see how long homosexuality as following the teaching of the 
Holy Scripture as one of the sins that they claim to heaven and that they deserve divine 


punishment sin against nature then obviously the Church did not subscribe or subscribed 
to the OMS dependent on the United Nations which considered in its catalog of diseases 
and pathologies as one of them homosexuality as Freud himself recognized it at least if | 
remember correctly in Misfortune in Culture if | remember correctly but if it is evident 
that the Church recognized that homosexuality in that sense was not only a moral 
question of the facts of the practice but previously it was also an intellectual orientation 
because the first sexual organ that a human being has is the mind and that's why the 
selection in that sense was greater in the previous seminaries of Vatican II and after 
Vatican II with the collapse of vocations that selection becomes smaller or simply does 
not exist thanks to God in Toledo as we were a lot of people, | entered a seminary in 
2002-2003 in which we were 117 guys when many gods had 5 or 4 or 7 they could make 
a crib because there were many left and that's why they could be more pointy than the 
one who only had the goddess of Santiago who were 6 seminarians and they said, well, 
as | have some | don't have to celebrate in the villages, the mass, the funerals and so on 
that explanation follows a bit the question is that the approach followed by the bishops is 
by the promise of celibacy the priest renounces the exercise of sexuality | don't care if 
he feels attracted by men or women but that was not the teaching of the Church the 
teaching of the Church is the Catholic priesthood is continuation and prolongation of the 
priesthood of Christ true God, true man, perfect God perfect man then the priest even 
humanly has to reproduce to a certain extent that masculine humanity virile that's why it 
says the canonical code vir, vir baptizatus the baptized man is the matter for the 
sacrament of the order, in such a way that if you pronounce the prayers of consecration 
on top of a woman, it's like a mass with a bat and with vodka, obviously if there is no 
matter, there is no sacrament 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
| was imagining right now a mass eating Doritos 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


For example, Doritos and Coca-Cola as much as | say this is my body and this is my 
blood about Doritos and Coca-Cola, there is no way or as if | take wine and pour it over 
the child's head, | baptize you in the name of the Father, no, no, you are not using water 
you are using wine because Christ baptized with water this is very important in the 
matter of the sacrament we could talk about pluralism in the school of Bueno and 
everything as it is in Catholic dogmatics but we are not going to go much on the subject 
but this is fundamental | do not affirm because | do not think there is but hey, | do not 
affirm that there is a relationship of cause and effect between homosexuality and abuse 
of minors but it is true that not all homosexuals | am speaking within the clinical 
statement itself it is true that not all homosexuals are pederasts but it is true that the 
vast majority of pederasts are homosexuals and this is there collected in the data and 
when the data is collected of the victims who have been abused in most cases they are 


boys nor children more than pederasty we should talk about 
[Santiago Armesilla] 

pedophilia pedophilia 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


pedophilia pedophilia we are talking about a problem a very serious problem a very 
serious problem and that has come through this way that | am explaining and | tell our 
followers that | do it with the greatest intellectual honesty and with the greatest moral 
honesty without trying to minimize evil by corporativism that | am part of the Catholic 
priesthood no, no, no, | am aware of it precisely but it is also and the last chapter to 
understand this problem Santiago would be that one of the characteristics of the cultural 
revolution of the 68 that we can also stop having present is the contempt of the law the 
contempt of the law then the criminal law in the church is a pure ornament the sixth 
book the Book of Penalties of the Code of Chronicles is adorned no one puts it into 
practice no bishop takes criminal measures against the guilty they are simply changed 
to another place this is very important because, of course, punishing is badly seen by the 
postmodern world because punishing refers to a very undemocratic attitude, very 
hierarchical very very doctrinal then of course the church in that goodness of 68 to which 
it rises in fact and in good part of law does not take measures against the guilty and not 
only for sexual abuse but also thinks about heresies Pablo VI is aware of all of the 
theologians that from before Vatican Il during and after are from their catholic cathedrals 
teaching the opposite to the dogma and the moral of the church 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


but you would say, sorry to interrupt you, | think this question comes to the hair and it is 
important you would say that the incapacity or this issue that we have dealt with 
because here you have just connected the issue of abuse to minors not only to 
adolescents or pre-adolescents also children and be careful, babies does it have to do 
with the fact that the church has not been able to punish those who have done that? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


obviously | always say | don't know how to say it for horror of many people and 
unfortunately the first to be horrified when | say it are the Catholics that's why Santiago, 
look, I've always said it as a Catholic traditional not liberal progressive, modernist, as a 
Catholic | find more affinity and sympathy in Catholic atheists from the school of Gustavo 
Bueno than within my own ranks even in the clerical estate | have more things in 
common as a Catholic, apostolic and Roman traditional with you than with the majority 
of the clergy 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


that's why you're here 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


and that | have many friends around the world but what you were telling me can you 
repeat the question? 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| wanted you to talk about the inability to exercise that punishment about the culprits 
within the institution of this type of crimes and | would like to know the last question | 
ask you about this matter if this is also related to the cases of covering up those crimes 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Yes, obviously because in Protestant theology if you realize this is also why that criminal 
relaxation that is, when the new code is made in 83, the code of 17 the book of penalties 
the criminal code is very strict but it is not that it was very strict because that code was 
very strict no, no, that code codified what was the criminal code that's what | was going 
to tell you | always say, half jokingly, half seriously that if the Inquisition existed there 
would not have been this in the Church 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
Here | give you the reason 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


because in the first case well, nothing nothing would have happened but when there 
would have been a second, a third, a fourth and a fifth the Inquisition intervenes and this 
is cut out this is cut out but what | was telling you is that the new code of 83 the book of 
penalties is a joke it's a joke the code the criminal law in the Church has always been 
conceived not as not with a destructive purpose but with a expiatory purpose because it 
was understood that in Catholic theology it is essential the concept of the theological 
notion of reparation in fact the same redemption of Christ and the same death of Christ 
on the cross is a reparation for the sin of man there is the encyclical of Pius XI 
Misererentissimus Redemptor the notion of reparation is unbearable unbearable 
inadmissible for the Protestant world there can be no reparation there can be no 
reparation because then it would be to recognize that human works serve to be saved 
and we speak only of faith not of works then the criminal law in the Lutheran world or 
specifically within the different Lutheran sects Protestants, Calvinists, Anglicans or it 
does not exist or it does not exist directly because it is also that negative conception 
that Luther has and Protestantism of the canonical right because it is one of the things 
that Luther always tried humiliate by breaking it stomping it all this when you do not 
apply some penalties that without having the purpose to destroy the culprit but if the 


purpose of expiate, to repair the fault that he has committed the only thing he does is 
multiply that's why | told you this theological question which is very important if the 
Pope knows, for example, that Hans King, who is a theologian of Catholic origin but who 
is proclaiming from his chair of Catholic theology heresy after heresy contrary to the 
dogma and the moral of the Church and the Church does not take measures against him, 
Hans King is not stupid says let's see in the Vatican knows what | say obviously the 
Vatican does not agree with what | say but as it does not take me away from here, it is 
implicitly recognizing a right for me to continue saying this, then he continues 
proclaiming those heresies, let's move on to the moral plane a priest has committed 
those abuses and instead of penalize him to repair to repair and expiate that, that sin so 
serious that also for the ecclesiastical legislation it is a very serious crime and that is 
expiated, there are different modalities, one of them for example, the reclusion in a 
monastery simply changes it to another place the only thing that is going to be done is 
expand evil contaminate and amplify that cancer there is a relationship, many people 
think that the only thing there is is a kind of bad management by the Church or hiding to 
avoid the debauchery of his public image but without denying that obviously without 
denying it the problem is much deeper and it is a theological and philosophical depth for 
rejection to the previous canonical criminal law that what you said before comes from 
the Roman Roman law and for rejection to Catholic theology with all its concepts of the 
redemption of Christ when this is explained by St. Thomas in the treatise of the Incarnate 
Word in the Summa Theologicae, the second part the concept of expiation and 
redemption you have committed a very serious sin you must repair for him and until you 
do not repair for him, you will not be able to reintegrate and under many caution or 
directly you will not be able to reintegrate but we are not going to simply expel you from 
the acedotal state, no, no, you are going to remain in the acedotal state but you are 
going to purge all the evil you have done our followers do not know | imagine that you 
know it Santiago that in many monasteries there was a jail yes it was for this, it is true 
that San Juan de la Cruz is unfairly put in jail and they make his life impossible and they 
crush him there in jail but this was something that was in all the monasteries there was a 
jail in the Vatican there was a jail too even Pio was not used and for certain crimes 
considered very serious the church's own justice was a justice that did not cease to be 
merciful because it sought that this jail become as the Holy Scripture says, | do not want 
the death of the sinner but that he becomes of his conduct and that he lives, his 
destruction was not sought but it is obviously sought that he wait, that's why and | finish, 
the church until the Vatican II had very clear the legitimacy of the death penalty the 
legitimacy of the death penalty and even Juan XXIII maintains the legitimacy of the death 
penalty and the problem comes with Pablo VI when publicly abuses of his authority, that 
is, the Pope who wanted with those liberal currents separate the church from political 
power, separate the throne from the altar abuses of his authority and tells a head of 
state like Francisco Franco not to shoot the 5 terrorists on October 27 sorry, September 
27, 1935 if | remember correctly | think there were 2 of the ETA and 3 of the FRAP or the 
other way around, 3 of the ETA and 2 of the FRAP I do not remember now 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
3 of the FRAP and 2 of the ETA 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


let's see, Holy Father you who are the supporter of that autonomy of political power and 
the church and others these people have killed innocents they are applied according to 
Spanish legislation the civil military code and this is the penalty they deserve for it who 
the hell are you to tell me head of state what | have to do there is a brutal abuse of 
authority this is so you can see those inconsistencies that also have within the church 
itself that explanation, you are telling me that | do not have to comply with the justice 
that comes being the Spanish justice we are in 1975 35 years ago and that none of the 
previous Popes has put the least because the church legitimized the death penalty and 
now you tell me that the death penalty is not legitimate to apply it with terrorists if the 
Pope himself does this with some terrorists dear Santiago who have killed innocents 
imagine the behavior inside the church with priests who have committed abuses 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| just want to comment on three things after your extensive exposure very necessary the 
first in good materialism it is understood that the abuse of a minor of a child is a 
horrendous crime to which processual euthanasia must be applied which is not death 
penalty exactly because it can be asked by the king himself secondly people may have 
been surprised by this apology of the inquisition some who are in the chat but tell you 
that the inquisition was a much more guarantee in its time even than many civil courts 
and many who were being judged in a civil court sometimes asked to be judged by the 
inquisition for that precisely and thirdly Gabriel | thank you very much for the courage 
you have had to answer this difficult question because it has also served so that we 
realize the strong connection in my opinion there is between the spinoza question of the 
horrible abuses to children in the heart of the Catholic Church and the cover-up of the 
same that many priests have done with everything we are dealing with today 
philosophical questions anthropological historical very deep policies that come from very 
far and that somehow here it is true he has said here in the chat that already in the 19th 
century they begin to produce complaints of sexual abuse to minors if it is true that what 
has happened in this century 20-21 with this issue has to do with all this that we have 
analyzed | think that this conclusion has to be clear and that is why | reiterate | thank 
you the clarity and not having had any repair to answer this question 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


| wanted it and | also thank you this question and | wanted it because | wanted to open 
perfectly that horizon so that we can understand the depth of what we are saying there 
have always been abuses in the family scene is where there are more abuses in the 


world civil educational of course the percentage is infinitely higher than abuses outside 
the church than inside the Spanish left has put the focus on the Catholic Church but the 
proportion and this can also be searched on the internet and you will find the proportions 
regarding the abuses that have been produced within the church ridiculous what yes 
what yes obviously it is true is that | think that of all the institutions where abuse has 
occurred to minors after the family which is the most serious and that have occurred | 
insist much more than in the church itself the next one where it is more serious is the 
church although numerically there are fewer cases 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


well there | thematize the main focus of this type of crimes is the family through a 
relative or a close friend of the family and secondly the public school because this type 
of subjects go in search of children and they are going to work there where the children 
are that is also important to have 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


this | have not said it, | do not know if it may interest you if you do not cut me with 
freedom and confidence Santiago the priests we are totally unprotected we are sold but 
we are sold by ours | mean in the face of the avalanche of cases that there was Benedict 
XVI who was a saint | do not doubt and a wise he was not a jurist then Benedict XVI 
makes a protocol against abuses for which although there is the right to the presumption 
of innocence in the canon 1321 if | remember correctly of the new code 1321 but in fact 
according to that protocol that activates the church itself when there is a complaint 
without there being a judicial sentence without there being any type of procedure but 
simply as a precautionary measure that is, it is enough with a simple call that protocol | 
insist there | think it was the biggest mistake of his life even greater than the abdication 
is to suspend the right to the presumption of innocence then it is enough with a 
complaint so that the church itself takes action as a precautionary measure and that 
penalty is removed 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


and so through the door, not from behind but almost in the Catholic Church the idea of 
presumption of guilt that the undefined left feminism, queer, woke has introduced, also 
undermining Roman law 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Exactly, then of course that precautionary measure of moving away from the public 
ministry to its priest, of course, as the opposite part sees it, as the Spanish refrain says, 
when the river is a guava, hey, they have taken it out of the middle because here is that 
there is something let's go for his head and | have obviously known cases of 


denunciations that have been true that is, | have known | mean, thank God | try to take 
care a lot of my priestly friendships Santiago, then | try to get together with good priests 
but yes also and there | do have more experience false denunciations as it also happens 
in the family environment Santiago and have denounced many times falsely for violence 
to her husband or her boyfriend and it has been shown that it was a complete falsehood 
a slander because | have also known, | know priests who have been falsely denounced in 
order to obtain a compensation from the Church and these priests and their families 
have been destroyed their lives have been destroyed totally 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
and more 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


nowadays with the internet Santiago, for the pity of Telediario to this one that you made 
your reference thanks to that presumption of guilt for that conception that comes from 
Lutheran theology as | said before, those crimes of hatred you cannot condemn anyone 
while there is not a sentence with a procedure a trial, a witness you can't do it you can't 
because you are skipping all the bases of natural law of Roman law of the law that has 
governed with different nuances in Anglo-Saxon countries but that has governed the 
whole West to this day then with the internet your life sinks forever because at the 
moment when the internet they have published the news the father has been removed 
the bishop the archbishop the diocese with a denunciation of such abuse that although it 
proves my innocence although they send it to another place where they cannot know 
him they have no more than, imagine in the new parish that arrives or in any place 
where it arrives, you type a name on the internet and those news will come out because 
they are not going to publish that he was later absolved they are not going to publish 
that they are going to publish that they have denounced him wherever he goes, he will 
be marked forever and that priest has some brothers he has some parents I, a priest who 
was falsely accused | had to say, thank God that your parents have already died because 
otherwise they would die of grief at least this is a suffering that you carry with your 
brother and with your sister they are three brothers but at least your parents they are 
not going to suffer for this it was all the consolation | could give them Santiago, this is 
very hard because if obviously whoever does it, pays it and in sin, all these are very 
Catholic references that as the faith has been lost, they have disappeared but in sin goes 
penance in sin, that's why he did that apology of criminal law in the Catholic Church in 
sin goes penance because obviously you have sought it but when it is someone who is 
being destroyed at all levels for a slander for a falsehood you can not give him more 
consolation and it is very terrifying and the Church itself washes its hands too what is 
happening to the Church is that just as before was tremendously incapable of punishing 
of investigating that means inquisition inquisitionis of investigating and punishing the 
culprit now it is being in the law of the pendulum because it seems that the Church of 


Vatican Il works like this the law of the pendulum has gone to the opposite extreme 
Santiago and now he is letting destroy the priests falsely accused to see if so they 
forgive him when he did things wrong so now they are going to pay just for sinners 
because before they did not pay the sinners it is a complete disorder because there is a 
complete inversion of the principles of classical philosophical reason and of the 
traditional Catholic theology 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


look at how in all this that you have put Gabriel which is impeccable it is fulfilled, it is 
developing everything we have analyzed in today's meeting look at how all this is 
fulfilled that is to say that to the priests themselves the presumption of innocence that is 
in ideological crisis due to this civilizatory crisis via capitalist modernity that we live 
induced by all the historical phenomena that we have analyzed has reached the point 
that an innocent priest his life is destroyed with total impunity and what is fulfilled once 
a Twitch streamer said regarding false accusations to men accused of sexist violence | 
prefer to believe a presumed liar than a presumed abuser we have reached that social 
point why? because it is a very primary way very pre-civilizatory to judge a fact a fact 
that is not even known whether it is true or not and it is very good that you say this 
because it means that the priest himself is affected by the crisis of his own idea of 
presumption of innocence 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, even more in my last destination in the mountains of Toledo Parish of Tres Aldeitas 
where there were hardly any children and this is very sad when | told priests | am aware, 
| know it is very sad to say this but | am happy like a pervert that there are no children 
look how far we have come | am very happy and | came from parishes in the south of 
Madrid, Moéstoles and Fuenlabradar where there were hundreds of children because you 
know it very well Santiago, as the south of Madrid has grown so much that's why | went 
they asked priests to Toledo to help in the south of Madrid because they did not give 
enough and that's why some of us went to help but there were hundreds of children and 
then | am happy and | give joy that there is not a single child in three villages that are 
practically inhabited only by octogenarians and nonagenarians and even some 
centenarians we have come to that point until you can not have a human relationship 
normal with a child that you reject see a child and you run away as if there was 
something bad in itself something bad in itself | insist, | have been a priest for 15 years 
when | became a priest in 2015 in the first villages where | was the skirt practically the 
Sierra de Gredos, the border of Toledo with Avila because | the few children there were 
we were great we played football in summer we went to bathe in the natural pools of 
San Pedro we had a snack, we went to the cinema there was an absolute nature with 
their families, with their parents, they had no doubt about me and | was very happy and 
very calm and the boys too how it has degenerated how it has perverted how it has de- 


naturalized it is very painful 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


that has to do, as Alicia would say, with the fact that the Catholic Church is also the 
representative in the land of the oppressive patriarchy which is another too the 
patriarchy was taken over by capitalism I'm going to ask you the last question before 
reading the questions in the chat and it has to do with this already facing the future how 
do you see a priest like you what is left of the 21st century you can speak at a private 
level but also at the level of person of the guild a very changing world that is this 
postmodern crisis or rather this deepening of modernity of capitalist modernity in 
political societies which leads to the increasing atomization of these same societies to 
their becoming based on trans-state structures that organize them this has a lot to do 
with the question of the unity of Spain and has to do with the division of Spain the 
dissolution of Spain in the European Union based on an international division of labor 
very particular also with ethnic criteria the question of immigration the question of the 
arrival of people, for example, from the Islamic world or from South Africa to Spain, 
France, etc. 


the demographic and cultural change that this entails how do you see a Catholic priest in 
this moment of Second Cold War where there is a power which is China, the People's 
Republic of China which is part of very alien to the Christian world and | say in quotation 
marks because really what connects China with Greece and Rome is Marxism via Mao 
but which obviously involves a civilized state that intends to recover the position that 
they said they had 500 or 600 years ago plus the loss of religious vocations that can 
occur in the church itself the increase of Protestantism in Ibero-America, in Hispano- 
America although there is a boom of Catholicism in Sub-Saharan Africa, that must also 
be said all these phenomena social, cultural geopolitical, historical are developing while 
we speak it seems that the lines of the immediate future go there and your institution, 
the Catholic Church how does it face all this? Taking into account everything we have 
talked about we have talked about past, distant past, near past, present how do you 
focus all the changes that are coming and that are taking place in front of our noses? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, the church is right now like a chicken without a head said so Desenvoltura and 
Sanfason is like a chicken without a head there is an element that we have not dealt with 
which is that as the church is Protestantized it is statalized it is statalized the 
intermediate bodies disappear which was something typical of Christianity and was 
something typical of the Hispanic monarchy and then every time the power of the state 
that is, of the papacy is greater and it is crushing more and more those who are below in 
that situation there is right now a growing phenomenon of absolute anarchy in the 
church if the situation was already getting complicated now it is coming to collapse | 


think that from Vatican Il and you may or may not agree with me with our followers, but | 
think it is an empirical fact the church has become ungovernable Pablo VI his last ten 
years of pontificate from 68 to 78 he sank into a deep depression apart from the fact 
that he was already a man tending to bipolar disorder but he sank into a deep 
depression he did not go back to the Vatican Pablo VI's trips to the UN to the United 
States, to India to Mumbai, he was in the Philippines in the Holy Land are all from 63 
when he is elected 68, 67, 68 from then on he sinks into depression and does not leave 
the Vatican Juan Pablo Il dies in very strange circumstances Juan Pablo II they try to 
charge him for a trip they did not get that by the way he was a kgb killer he was on the 
list of kgb hitmen but the kgb does not hire him the ones inside hire him Benedict is 
forced to resign not that he lies when he makes public his resignation his abdication no, 
no, evidently he does not lie for personal health reasons age, lack of strength but it is 
true that there is a situation | do not say aggressive outside the church because this is 
also very striking how the media or mass manipulation have treated Francisco and how 
they have treated Benedict XVI because Benedict XVI was declared in the war from the 
first moment while Francisco has become a kind of influencer or rock star but Benedict is 
true that he has to go because the opposition that Zintra finds inside the church has left 
him completely exhausted and has broken him and he is still an old man and he is very 
tired and can no longer with so much tension on his back and then Francisco comes and 
we are already reaching a situation of collapse this on the one hand it is important to be 
clear because how is he going to position himself in front of this world that you were 
explaining to me now Santiago if the church itself seems to be self-dissolving Benedict 
XVI used the term and it was the year 68 when he said it self-demolition well, the self- 
demolition of 68 now it is the demolition of brothers Gruax Pérez with the iron ball well 
that on the one hand, the geopolitical question it is evident that as | said before, the 
church is sold to the 2030 agenda and hence the shameless support of Pope Francis of 
the Vatican State to Holy See as an institution as an organism as a visibilization of the 
central government of the church and then the followership of so many pastors priests or 
faithful bishops to that 2030 agenda to that globalism with all the matrix that is behind it 
enlightened but also Protestant obviously and Masonic everything has to be said the 
church itself is going to have be drastically reduced in the West drastically and | 
although it may be scandalous | have to admit that it will be drastically reduced but also 
beneficially beneficially because it will be the crib or the pod that God is going to allow 
so that only people are left that is really convinced because the greenhouses have run 
out the greenhouses have run out the greenhouses have run out the greenhouses have 
run out the greenhouses have run out the greenhouses have run out the greenhouses 
have run out only at a purely religious level but as you said before defining the Catholic 
Church Santiago all the breadth that composes that behaves that entails Catholicism 
political, cultural, economic social literary, artistic etc. which is precisely another of the 
fields that the Church of Vatican II also delivers with that of politics to the world which is 
the field of culture that's why | mentioned before that in the glorious years of Imperial 
Spain there is a very high intellectual level in the Church and it is no coincidence that 


that level the level so low that there is today is precisely coinciding with that sinking of 
the Church just like Trento, | haven't said it but Trento is a Spanish concilium Trento is an 
indissoluble part of the history of Spain the singer's voice in Trento is carried by Spanish 
theologians trained in the best universities and teachers in the best Spanish universities 
and while Vatican II is a completely in the hands of Germans of French Belgians and 
Dutch imbued up to here of black legend of black legend imbued up to here by very 
Catholics who seem to profess and that the bishop and the Catholic theologians do not 
paint absolutely anything of Vatican II but hey, that's another question if our followers 
look at a church usually and see more or less the middle age of the faithful and many 
times the middle age of the priests and go to a monastery in more or less the middle age 
of the nuns in ten years the demographic reduction of the church is going to be drastic of 
the Catholic Church so that's why before | made reference when | started Santiago 
talking about that vision of Benedict XVI of some small minorities select minorities some 
small burghs that are forming around the medieval Benedictine abbey which are centers 
of spirituality of transmission of faith and divine grace but also of culture Christian 
culture but also Greco-Latin culture Greco-Latin as we have said before with philosophy 
and law which is what will later make possible that cultural and intellectual flourishing of 
the medieval West of medieval Christianity at the level of Hispanoamerica it is very 
striking that in Hispanoamerica this step of Catholicism to Protestantism via Marxism or 
via communism that is to say the Theology of Liberation 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


that was the 80s sorry to interrupt you | spoke with you that the Theology of Liberation 
also did a lot of damage to Marxism in Iberoamerica that is very important to understand 
that is to say the growth of the communist movement after the Cuban Revolution was 
diminished by the Theology of Liberation which took part by the poor and not by the 
working class that is very important to take into account and also after the fall of the 
Soviet Union the Theology of Liberation disappears the social doctrine of the Church also 
resents and what takes its space is the Calvinist Theology of Prosperity which is basically 
God is good because he is rich or because he allows you to be rich | would like to see this 
nuance 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


good nuance but it is also true, do not forget when | refer to the Theology of Liberation 
not because they made them communists you have not explained it correctly 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
no, they never made them communists that's why 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


that's why | do not mean that go to Iberoamerica from Roman Catholicism to 
Protestantism via the Theology of Liberation via communism but what | mean is that as 
those missionaries that instead of transmitting what to their ancestors they transmitted 
to them that Marxist vision or communist call it as you prefer Santiago in which all the 
element transcendent or natural is extirpated because those people with their innate 
sense of transcendence as the human being has they looked for where they could offer a 
message and a life minimally transcendent the Protestants are the ones who speak to 
me of prayer, of the word of God and those who still have a certain sense it also depends 
on each church of each Protestant community | can not speak of Protestant churches 
because they do not have the sacrament of order which is what the church is 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
you have your own conflicts between them 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


exactly so many people in the face of this absolute lack of spirituality by those 
missionaries of the Theology of Liberation which arises in German universities Western 
German universities where it is being theorized and living very well thanks to that liberal 
democracy financed by the Marshall Plan specifically 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
against the Soviet Union the Marshall Plan was made 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


also then of course that turn of faithful to Protestantism | think it will continue and | think 
it will continue to increase and you say that it is similar to the Theology of Liberation 
properly as an articulated movement it could be said that he died but the inheritance 
that he has left in so many others continues to operate and lives in the sense that it is a 
Catholicism Catholicism without Christ what many missionaries convey is a Catholicism 
without Christ | don't know if you have had the opportunity to see one to read one 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Yes, because | know people in Spain who follow it and it is not only a Catholicism without 
Christ it is an organized avant-garde socialism | say this in terms of Lenin that is, it is a 
chaotic socialism | also tell you 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


the missionary who is there the only thing he has done has been to build some batteries 
and a school and you say, well, but it's not about that you build a church or some or 
some schools it's not about getting you to baptize and teach them the Catholic faith or 


you build a medical office no, no, it's about the church always did both things because 
the salvation of the souls which is the last canon of the canon law canon 1752 the 
salvation of the souls implies the salvation of the bodies because we are not Platonic we 
are Aristotelian so there is the question these people most of the missionaries are like 
doctors without borders only that they retire for a while from time to time and do 
something that seems to be exclusively Christian there is no message of transcendent 
spirituality | understand that | do not justify, but | can understand that there are 
Catholics who have gone to Protestant sects where at least the word of God is read and 
pray together there are problems of the community dimension you have broken the 
community bonds that perfectly united those people who were the Catholic religion and 
the Spanish language we could also talk about indigenism as it has gotten in the way 
and it has been perfectly a breeding ground that movement of theology of liberation and 
that Marxist indigenism has been built on that previous well that previous well without 
the previous well it would have been very difficult that black legendary indigenism that 
at the same time that denies of the Hispanic heritage denies and repudiates of the 
Catholicism that the Spaniards brought as a colonialist element also you have made 
reference on two occasions to colonialism also as a movement that colonialism of the 
19th century would be the same as what the Spaniards did in the 16th century you know 
that this theory 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


the theories of current colonialists who drink from Enrique Dussel who was Catholic by 
the way but watch out in the very heart of the Catholic Church in Hispanoamerica proto- 
indigenisms and | don't say it just for Bartolomé de las Casas a totally debatable figure of 
course but in Fray Servando Teresa de Mier in Mexico, in the Bernal de Nueva Espana 
they already begin to see connotations of indigenism much earlier to the theology of 
liberation that is, the egg is already being gestated there 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


this is very important what you say is very important Santiago because we cannot fall 
into a manicheism and think that suddenly one day at night there was a part of the 
people who became stupid or another part of the people who became blind and there 
were only two or three left who were able to understand what was happening that is, in 
the Vatican II all the bishops who participate and cardinals are named by Pius XII and by 
Pius XI almost all of them those who are by Juan XXIll are a ridiculous percentage that is, 
this is so the problem does not start with Pope Francis Pope Francis is not the cause of 
the problem but it is the final consequence we could not say either that the Vatican II 
was the cause of the crisis he is very guilty but he is still a good yes, a driver a driver 
and an amplifier of the crisis but the crisis comes from before it comes from modernism 
that is, it comes from the assimilation of the German idealist philosophy and the 
enlightened roots that it has and even going back to the empiric roots from Hume, from 


Hobbes, from Locke that all that is what the Catholic theology will be and from there the 
modernism will sprout you have also made reference to romanticism that arises in 
Germany it is not by chance where this most occurs is in Germany it is not by chance 
that just the Vatican Il is directed by German theologians and bishops 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


they have asked you about that in one of the questions about those German theologians 
from the 60s and 70s but now we have to talk again that we return to the subject of 
German romanticism and that racist ethnic vision that German romantic philosophy has 
that comes with Luther careful, Luther there is a very long Germanic ethnicism that 
influences a lot in Catholic areas in Latin America by indigenism and in Spain you know 
that very well because of the Basque Nationalist Party that is, Basque nationalism, 
Catalan nationalism Galician nationalism which is culturally very Catholic but at the 
same time intertwines it with that romantic Germanic philosophy 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


a fact that you don't know Santiago, because it is what you have | was not in the clerical 
world when you want to know something about the clerical world here you have me the 
Basque businessmen who were not barefoot who manage not to destroy all the heavy 
Basque industry during the war which is what the socialists and a good part of the PC but 
they were not very abundant there which is one of the regions at the end of the war 
already at the end of the war more prosperous for all that heavy industry and that there 
was not conflict there was no war zone like in other places in Spain with that Marshall 
Plan and that Germany was not the most benefited much less economically but it is like 
that thanks to the Marshall Plan, thanks to the system that the German Church has of 
taxes the German religious tax | always give this data last year the church, the church 
for the Spanish an entity that | like to say amoral, an amoral entity it was the year that 
received the most money of the tax which were 300 million pesetas last year the church 
in Germany the Catholic Church which is losing faithful in full hands and also for that 
collection, that is, not much less has been one of its best but of the worst at the same 
time that in Spain it received 300 million the bishopric being its best year in all its history 
in Germany, being one in the chain of the worst, received 6 billion euros the Catholic 
Church in Germany the percentage of German Catholics is between 23, 24, 25 million at 
most, in Spain | think there is some million more, some more what | have to tell you with 
this is that about this romanticism many Basque priests were sent with scholarships to 
study in Germany many Basque priests were sent with scholarships to study in Germany 
scholarships that they could pay from Germany one part and from the Basque country 
another part and as in the Basque country there was also an abundance of vocations 
then, there is no longer any that's why Santiago is not casual also that Xavier Arzallus 
was Chaplain of the Spanish workers of the Spanish immigrants in Germany 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
Arzallus who spoke perfect German by the way 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


these connections are not casual are not casual they have a reason the church in the 
Basque country because there is no Basque church as there is no Catalan church or 
Spanish church is the church in the Basque country in Catalonia or in Madrid or in Boston 
or in Tegucigalpa because it is the Catholic Church it is not a confederation of local 
churches that join it is the Catholic Church and that's it in the Basque country that 
church works exactly the same as bureaucratized which is in Germany and it is that 
there is an absolute dependence of all German theology where all that received modern 
German Protestant theology where more was received in the dioceses of the Basque 
country and as they were the dioceses that gave more vocations so there were more 
subjects with that formation could go to other places and as they were the dioceses 
where there were more vocations where there were more missionaries and they are the 
ones who will make that ideological transfer to a large part of Hispanoamerica but all this 
would not have given us without that economic connection between Germany the tiNado 
that receives Germany of the Marshall Plan | am not going to take so little credit to the 
great work that after the Second World War the Germans themselves did to raise the 
nation and the Spaniards and so many others went there to work too but those socio- 
political conditions socio-economic will also be important in the face of that Germanic 
romanticism that Germanic romantic philosophy that contaminates the Catholic theology 
passes later to those Basque clerics to those Basque clerics who will be the ones who will 
justify de facto and also even by right not so much with documents or written but by 
right with their public intervention in the justification of the crimes of ETA and of course 
in the absolute justification of any type of conduct of the PNV 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Well, here we have the German imperialism acting on the Church in Spain as it did with 
other things very interesting what you are telling Gabriel shall we go to the questions of 
the audience? Yes Look, let's see, there are many but they are also very good Let's go 
with the first one Dani, does the dissolution of Spain and the dissolution of the Church go 
hand in hand? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Evidently because the Catholic unity of Spain that is achieved in the Third Council of 
Toledo year 569 when the King of Toledo abjures from the heresy to Rihanna and 
becomes Catholicism and thus culminates the political and legislative unification that his 
father Leo Vigildo has made it is clear that this is usually denigrated and is usually 
ridiculed with an argument ad hominem that this charter of national Catholicism no one 


today has still theorized that it is understood exactly by national Catholicism and what it 
consists of but it is true that just as the great centuries of Spain were the great centuries 
of the Church, it is not by chance that the decline of the Church has gone hand in hand 
with the decline of Spain Pio Mda in this case the great Pio Méa whom | have great 
admiration for and who prolonged one of my books Truths and Myths of the Catholic 
Church he says that Spain is still Catholic in the 19th century even though it is in a deep 
decadence well we have to interpret correctly because Spain in the 19th century is 
already ceasing to be Catholic in its elites in its elites both intellectuals and in their 
governing elites you have spoken very well before of Santiago of the demolition of 
Bendizaba of the demolition of Madoz we have spoken of the expulsion of the Jesuits 
with Carlos Ill it is the 18th century 1700, | do not remember exactly the date 76 can be 
74 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
76 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


but there we are seeing where no, but Carlos Ill was Catholic Carlos Ill in that specific 
measure he is not acting like a Catholic he is claiming rights over the Church with the 
regalism that does not compete then the Spanish Catholicism of the 17th century they 
begin to let the Bourbons bring a totally regalist, French conception that it is the king of 
that divine right of the kings that Bossuet for the Bourbons just theorized and with that 
idea he comes to Spain then the Bourbons between God and the Church | am the king, | 
decide and command and that continued in the 19th century then there is a process of 
legitimization already latent, already incipient increasingly deep in those centuries then 
there | disagree and | insist that | admire it deeply and | have read all his production, Pio 
Moa and his production is no less that the years of glory of Catholicism in Spain coincide 
with those of Spain as a political community as, | insist, monarchy and poly-synodal 
empire and it is not by chance that we are precisely in the situation of dissolution of the 
national bonds that we are suffering so deeply so strong that degradation but at the 
same time the moral degradation and the abandonment of faith of Catholic Christian 
traditions that configured us as a people historically it is not by chance, they go hand in 
hand then | think, and that's why the title of my previous book The Crisis of Faith and the 
Decomposition of Spain because | continue there | don't know what you think, Santiago 
but | follow the thesis of study for the history of Toynbee where he says that religions are 
founded by civilizations that come down when the religion that founded them and | think 
that in the case of the West this is undeniable it is not about ideas it is about empirical 
facts verifiable, demonstrable and in the case of Spain still with greater amplitude and | 
think that also and | finish the greatest testimony of the veracity of what | am saying are 
the Catholic Atheists or the Catholic Atheists in the sense that | am able to understand 
that culturally historically in all senses we are a country of Catholic heritage and tradition 


that is not configured as a people in history although it does not participate in the life of 
the Church or does not practice the Christian life | think that is the greatest 
demonstration, Santiago of the indissolubility of Catholicism with the particular case of 
Spain and it could be perfectly extensible to our brothers from Latin America 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| do not share Toynbee's theses at all because a clear example of revitalization in quotes 
was Rome when it becomes Christian but it gives parameters but of course we do not 
have time to deal with the issue Another question, | like this one Jaime Goits, a hug by 
the way For when a Catholic Pope? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


This is a very difficult thing this is like a game since | entered the seminary | lost my 
passion for football well | have to | have never said this in public in a digital medium 
when | was young | was ultra-south for two years for our followers the ultra-south for the 
youngest or those who are not from Spain they were like the hooligans of Real Madrid 
with everything that entails in all senses | will not go into more details but this is like a 
football game you have to look at the bench what is there | honestly and | speak to them 
as a priest because | am not schizophrenic and now | can speak as a priest it is not a 
trade it is a vocation that | possess completely and that is a Catholic messiah | have to 
humbly recognize that humanly there is no solution when | say humanly it also means 
ecclesiastically there is no solution but we are Catholics and we know that above the 
human vicissitudes and the limitations or human apories God is above and he will know 
the beginning and end of history as St. Augustine would say in the city of God he will 
know where he has to carry out his work which is the Church when | was a priest with the 
people of Santiago and there was fog and there was ice and wild boars and deer crossed 
it did not kill me by pure miracle when | was going to celebrate mass in the villages | 
always made this prayer Lord | work for you so you will see | work for you so you will 
have to take care of your worker your worker because if not, well, look we have to be 
aware and not be in this sense idealists or naive because St. Thomas Aquinas speaks of 
virtue is innocence but ingenuity is vice they are two different things the child is 
innocent he is innocent because he does not know evil the naive is the one who knows 
evil and yet he ignores it, that's why it's vice and ingenuity and it is the virtue of 
innocence that is very different well we cannot fall into naivety and think that there is 
going to be a kind of divine caudillo chosen to solve this situation of decomposition 
within the church and the disappearance of social segments of Christianity of any 
Christian notion that still exists in our postmodern society but well, this does not imply 
that we lose faith | can not say more 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


is saying the people in the chat that it is not heard do you hear me? | hear you, yes, dear 


that Alicia is heard ah well let's see, someone else is saying that Gabriel is not heard the 
rest there are people who say that he does hear you there are some who do and others 
who do not | just want to comment that | celebrate that the Holy Madriglesia has 
separated you from the Nazi-German racism protestant from ultrasound 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


| knew it | knew it, | read it twice | read it twice | have not said it in public, | am being 
honest with you and with Alicia, although | do not see her 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
she is confessing you 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


yes, yes, yes, well, the confessions of St. Augustine this is not new either in my youth my 
adolescence | read it on two occasions the main camp yes, | read it 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


well, now what to talk about the main camp | will do a critical review when | can of the 
main camp attention and thanks for the superchat let's go to a question that is a bit 
punyetera Marcos Maldonado, why do you submit us to the Pope? aren't you being 
protestants? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


| have submitted myself to the Pope | am a priest of the Catholic Church what happens is 
that evidently the power of the pontiff is not absolute the Pope is not an absolute 
monarch he is not the owner of the Church | am not | mean, | do not oppose anything 
that is of faith | will oppose in this case decisions or statements but they are not matters 
of faith and therefore they are not binding the Pope is not the oracle of Delphi this is the 
problem of papolatry that we have in the Church because it is the substitution of truth by 
authority this comes from the Vatican first but well, it has already reached some limits in 
which the Pope seems to be the supreme leader of the party to which we all owe blind 
obedience and for which we have to immolate ourselves | don't know if it was Kamenev 
or it was Buhari | don't know if it sounds to you, Santiago that when they were going to 
shoot him he said, tell Stalin that | die with his name on my lips this is not about this this 
is not about being Catholic there is a dogma and it is that the Church its visible head is 
the Pope the Pope is the vicar of Christ the vicar does not mean the successor the Pope 
is not the successor of Christ the Pope is not God on earth this is a theological error this 
is not Catholic look for this in any official catechism and teaching not what the priest 
says or the bishop in the official teaching of the Church in the Densinger if it does not 
sound to you, the Densinger is the volume that compiles all the teaching of the 21 


ecumenical councils of the Church all the dogmatic and moral teaching that in the official 
Catechism of the Catholic Church official and current I'm not going to go to another in 
the Code of Canon Law nowhere does it say that the Pope is God on earth Deus 
Immundum it is not said that he is the successor of Christ it is said that he is the vicar of 
Christ, which is different the successor of Saint Peter not the successor of Christ then the 
Pope every time he opens his mouth | insist, it is not the raccoon of the Foss so 
everything that comes out of the mouth of the Pope at any time is a divine word that if | 
do not adhere to it | am a Protestant heretic | give an example when Pope Francis on two 
occasions has gone to La Sexta to a Spanish television channel which is the most anti- 
Catholic of all to La Sexta with a journalist, Jordi Evole, friend of the Etarras to say that 
we have to open critically our ports to the immigrant invasion of Africa mostly Muslim 
which is not that it is not compatible with the West but it rejects the Western culture that 
is not faith that is not faith then | am not a Protestant on the contrary, | am a Catholic 
because you have to recognize and | invite you to read the dogmatic constitution Pastor 
Eternus of the Vatican | 1870 where the dogma of the infallibility of the Pope is 
proclaimed and there it is perfectly defined when the Pope is infallible that is, when he 
cannot be wrong that it is in matters of faith and customs only in matters of faith and 
customs only when he speaks solemnly ex cathedra only when he speaks solemnly ex 
cathedra that for that he has to use a series of formulas that for that he has to use a 
series of formulas and when he does it in continuity with the tradition of the Church | 
finish Santiago with an example when Pope Francis has said that the death penalty is not 
admissible and he has included it modifying it in the catechism in the official teaching 
that is not Catholic doctrine because always the Church for 20 centuries defended the 
legitimacy of the death penalty then when the Pope makes that change and introduces it 
even if it is an official text of the Church it is not Catholic doctrine because it is not in 
continuity with the 20 centuries of Catholic doctrine because without reason there is no 
faith faith is an intellectual virtue faith is not irrational an irrational act of faith an 
irrational act of faith is not an act of faith and it is not a meritorious act before God blind 
obedience is not meritorious to God because it is an irrational evidence and therefore it 
cannot be an evidence from faith then we have to be aware of all this and that the last 
act where a Pope has spoken in the matter of faith and customs in an infallible way 
because it was the proclamation of the dogma of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary in 
body and soul of heaven in 1950 or 541 do not remember well 54, sorry and since then it 
has not been done again a dogmatic proclamation then dissenting from Pope Francis on 
this issue or another dissenting from John Paul Il or Benedict on some issue is not 
Protestant nor is it in communion with the Church if we do not think Santiago that the 
Church is a political party by which the discipline of the party is that if Pedro Sanchez 
says that | am not going to agree with the ETA and then he agrees with the ETA I have to 
say that Pedro Sanchez applauded when he said that he did not applaud with the ETA 
and now when he is agreeing with the ETA the Catholic Church is not a political party and 
there is no democratic consensus nor is there a party discipline 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Well, it is clear that the Pope is not Jim Jones nor is the Church the temple of the people 
thanks for the doctrinal clarification questions let's see from Amonio Ecarepoi we have to 
join forces all help is little if there is a deep Vatican state we are joining forces here 
rhetorical question what path will the Church take if this bet is failed here the question is 
cut | don't know | don't know how to reinterpret it there is a deep Vatican state 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

well | always 

[Santiago Armesilla] 

well the Vatican is a state people forget that 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


but this is referred to in the American world both in Latin America and North America 
they refer to what here we would call the cloacas 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
the cloacas of the state 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 
all states have cloacas 
[Santiago Armesilla] 
obviously 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


and the Vatican? well, they inherited the maximum cloaca so you get an idea no, but it is 
true | like to quote a sermon | think it is a sermon or a treatise of San Bernardo with a 
very fine irony and as elegant as San Bernardo he says the prudent who governs us 
because prudence is the governing own virtue from Plato the wise that teaches us and 
the holy that prays for us we start to govern the holy and this is a disaster we start to 
govern the wise and this is a disaster as | said before Juan Pablo II | don't doubt he was a 
holy man but he was not a ruler the chaos was on the rise after he was inherited by 
Pablo VI Benedict XVI he was an intellectual of first magnitude, of first category but he 
was not a ruler and he remained although he managed to correct some issue but he 
remained the core of the problem the core of the problem and what we really need is a 
ruling Pope a Pope who enters with a bulldozer so clear and starts to cut heads because 
what Benedict thought that people become and change by the force of the veritative 


arguments that | present is the typical of professional training of the intellectual who 
thinks that as he reasons and seeks the truth those who are in front of him are going to 
do exactly the same and it is not like that because there have been great Popes in the 
Church that normally Santiago has also coincided when there have been great ruling 
Popes who were legists they were canonists you have to apply the law you have to apply 
the law well and you have to rely on the rationality of the law as the Church has always 
been doing to put order because if you put order without the law even if you do it with 
good intentions it is still an arbitrary behavior even if it leads you to good intentions and 
in the end you end up giving reason to Machiavelli that the law justifies the means but 
you can obviously do good or rather, seek good and to seek good you have to do it also 
with justice and that implies strict application of the law of the Church and even that it 
would be very necessary of recovery of the previous code of much legislation that was 
sweetened that was decaffeinated that was sweetened again to be more modern and 
democratic and liberal because of course the code of laws of the Church prior to the 
current one was not democratic at all not liberal at all so while we do not have this that's 
why | said before that this is possible feasible | believe that humanly not today that we 
have a legislator Pope that knows and wants to implement the law and that is willing to 
enter with a bulldozer and cut heads, while heads are not cut nothing is going to be fixed 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


In the end you need a Stalin the matter is very funny Look, in light of this question 
Fernando Andrés Salazar Fernandez that if I'm not mistaken is from Chile Question for 
Father Gabriel Do you agree with Juan Manuel de Prada that Pope Pius XIl made the 
strategic mistake to ally with the liberal collective West to face the Soviet Union? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Evidently from a historical point of view it has been shown that yes this is a historical 
observation it is not a personal opinion the question is to what extent he had no choice | 
do not try to justify the Pope but simply empathize and put myself in his place the same 
thing happened to Franco to what extent Franco could have misunderstood of the United 
States he tried in the end to be as independent as possible there we have the island 
project there we have Spain energy-wise and therefore economically increasingly 
independent although those American bases of the gringos in Spain remain also in view 
as a dissuasive element in a period in a geopolitical context of the Cold War | also 
understand without denying the mistake of Pope Pius XII who was always an ally to death 
this is very curious because Pius XII who was always the Pope of the Allies and they 
always rejected him being Pope of the Allies from the 60s he becomes the Nazi Pope and 
the Pope who was a devout admirer of Hitler this is very curious just like the Jews now 
the Jews have always been innocent victims persecuted by the evil Nazis and fascists 
and the Catholic Church that even asked for them the Holy Friday for the Jewish 
profligates and now suddenly the Jews are very bad and all the Palestinians are innocent 


victims of their cruelty I'm a little caricaturizing but | find it funny those pendular 
changes of opinion so abrupt and so fast then the strategic mistake the historical 
mistake of Pius XII to conclude it is evident Franco's was in that same stele but honestly 
knowing the historical period worldwide | don't know how far | apologize but | don't know 
how far they could have other options 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


and | want to add that Franco, the embargo blockade with Cuba, he skipped it and if 
anyone wants | will dedicate a video to that | will also dedicate a video to how Franco 
refused to help Lyndon Johnson in the Vietnam War with a spectacular letter from Franco 
himself to Lyndon Johnson where he claimed that Ho Chi Minh was a patriot and the man 
that Vietnam needed and that the United States was going to lose the Vietnam War 
attention to this because very few people know 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


there is a very curious thing that the letter does not say because it does not come to 
account because Franco was not a grandfather, although he was already a grandfather 
who begins to tell you stories but when he talks about that they are going to lose the war 
in the jungle and so he declares to Lyndon Johnson that the jungle is useless the 
superiority that his army has do you know where that information comes from to Franco? 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
| think they are from Spanish military displaced there 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


No, it comes from Millan Astray who had been in the war of Cuba and he founded the 
legion with him and in the war of Cuba he had fought in the jungle and he saw that all 
the Spanish military power did not achieve anything in the jungle combat since they 
were in since they both coincide in Africa in the foundation of the Spanish legion all that 
teaching of the battle in the jungle is what Franco at a remote level, | am not saying that 
there could be other information closer and more recent but at a remote level is what he 
tries to convey to Lyndon Johnson 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


What | have said is true Spain sent military from isolated to Vietnam to see the matter on 
the ground this is also true let's go to another question that also seems very interesting 
Raul Rodriguez Duran is a double question well, it's not that it's double, it's two posts 
and it's very long Hello Father Gabriel, could you give your opinion about the state or the 
phenomenon that the Catholic Church maintains in Andalusia many leaders of 
brotherhoods and important people in the world, COFRADE, | continue criticize the 


performance of the Church because they take measures to stop its expansion and 
improvement especially with respect to the growth of the mosques Muslim in the south, 
in Andalusia Do you know this case, Gabriel? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Not much, the truth, not much but | do not understand very well what he wants to ask 
because What is your opinion on the matter? 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


if it is true that there is a slowdown in the growth of churches in Andalusia | don't know if 
that's what Raul means, | guess so 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Let's see, | don't think that's it because the population growth is taking place in the 
largest nuclei starting with Seville that has fallen, just like Madrid as it is spreading, 
growing you realize, Santiago you are from there, it is already a macro city everything, 
with the south of Madrid the south of Madrid and Madrid capital is a macro city, the same 
Seville and Valencia and Barcelona it is exactly the same as it expands new parishes are 
built 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


You have worked in Getafe, and although Getafe is another municipality, Madrid 
practically eats it and it was Labrada 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


and Mostoles and Parla and Leganés and Alcorcén, it is a whole macro city it is a whole 
macro city it is a nego-city | would say more or less the dome of the throne more or less 
the dome of the throne but | don't know, at the level of confraternities and brotherhoods 
it is true that on the one hand this is quite detestable on the part of the clergy because 
they are popular devotions traditional because all these confraternities and brotherhoods 
when they are set up and begin to take weight is as a result of the Council of Trent then 
of course, they are residues residues infections of the Tridentine Church and of course it 
is not so easy to carry those confraternities and brotherhoods in Andalusia because it 
would imply that the bishop of turn or the priest of turn would burn him alive when they 
did not skin him or impale him directly, but it is true that in the clerical world there is 
very little sympathy in general, very little sympathy and appreciation of that, | would not 
say sO many phenomena, of that characteristic of Andalusian idiosyncrasy that is not in 
other regions of Spain, but that does not disqualify it at all what is true is that the 
construction of mosques or the rent of premises or garages of any place where Muslims 
can gather to pray, well, it is not only to pray, not only to pray we cannot have an 


analogy there with the Catholic religion because it is not equalable the Catholic religion 
to the Muslim in terms of separation or rather the distinction rather the distinction 
between politics and theology but it is true that there the Catholic Church, we would go 
back to what we said before and with this | conclude as one of the elements that are 
introduced of rupture in the Vatican II is ecumenism and interreligious dialogue which 
before did not exist in the tradition of the Church, in what was openly condemned we 
have nothing to dialogue with the heretics or with the Saracens or Mahometans, that is 
throughout the history of the Church as in the Vatican II we have to dialogue with all 
religions, we have to be ecumenical especially with the separated brothers from the 
Protestants, also the Orthodox but the Protestants as they are superior as they are 
superior we have to talk first and mainly with the Protestants because they are superior 
then look Santiago, we change the traditional mass the old Catholic mass according to 
the model of the Protestant scheme not the Orthodox to the Orthodox with the Orthodox 
no one asked them nor did they notice when changing the Catholic liturgy, only to the 
Protestants that is, the same Catholics sin of contempt towards the Orthodox because 
the good brother somehow this brother since we are talking about separated brothers in 
this post-conciliar ecumenism, the smart brothers the good brothers and the rich 
brothers and the handsome brothers would be the Protestants while the ugly, stupid and 
poor brothers 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| take advantage of what you say because it comes to my mind there is someone who 
asks that Juan Pablo Garcia What does Father Gabriel think of the Orthodox Church? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well, it is | on the one hand envy healthy envy and | admire it because they have been 
able to preserve the traditions much better than us starting with the liturgical traditions, 
they have a appreciation of the tradition that we Catholics and their experience of the 
liturgy it is true that we are talking about masses that last three hours or more or four 
hours, it is not the same it is not the same but it is true that the tradition for them not 
only that is, it is a norm, it is the norm of conduct, that is, that's it, there is no more it is 
not an addition it is not an ingredient it is not one more thing to take into account more 
or less but for them it is the non-normative norm, the norm that is very clear and they 
have been very good at it it is true that they also live in crisis it is true that they also live 
in crisis because we live in a world where there are no longer atheists but anti-theo anti- 
theo because my dear friend Santiago is an atheist but | don't think he is anti-theo, at 
least | have never had that perception. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| have never been anti-clerical and in fact, you should know, | went to a priest's school 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 
| went to a nun's school and they expelled me the nun of the school and me too great 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


but they expelled me for three days they gave me a file because it was the worst at the 
institute, but hey, here we are 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


they expelled me for a week and the next they told me it was a month so | looked for 
another place because they didn't want to see me again | like this coincidence so the 
Orthodox Church to resume it it is true that there are a series of differences but 
obviously they are the ones who are closer closer to Catholicism it is not by chance that 
they are closer to Catholicism because they are, even if they are the ones who separated 
much earlier than the Protestants, 500 years before, we preserve many more elements 
with them they do have sacraments they are churches their sacraments are valid they 
have the priest's order which in the Protestant world no longer exists Leon XIII had to 
remember again in the 19th century that the Anglican ordinances had been invalid so 
the Anglican Church, the Anglican clergy did not have the sacred power of the sacrament 
because they had altered since the time of Henry VIII or very close to Henry VIII the 
Catholic rituals of sacraments or ordinances anyway | think that in order to distinguish 
between ally and enemy the Orthodox tend to be much more allies and much more 
friends than in the Protestant world 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Without a doubt Rodrigo Igor asks Do the religions that are born in the United States 
have to do directly or indirectly with Protestantism? Well, before Gabriel answers 
Protestants do not consider Mormons as Protestants and the Mormons is the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints which is officially called that although they are born in 
the United States and they are very strong in the state of Utah and such they are not 
considered Protestants by the rest of the evangelical groups Lutherans, Calvinists that 
exist in the United States | don't know how you see the Mormon issue 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Protestantism itself is the germ of self-destruction of its fragmentation because as each 
one interprets the Holy Scripture as he really wants as there is no institution or element 
of interpretation but it is not about a kind of functionalism that there is someone who 
commands because otherwise this is chaos it is not about that but that there is a 
recognition of the tradition in terms of continuity transmission in time that is to say that 
that transmission that tradition is evidently part of the Apostolic Fathers of those who 
had direct contact with the Apostles and with the successors of the Apostles as | said 


before that unity is an essential configurator of Catholicism in Protestantism its element 
not already configurator but but if essential is that the free exam, the free interpretation 
leads to the continuous dismemberment to the continuous emergence of groups or 
groups that are organized in a certain confession or Protestant community then the 
religions of the United States have to do directly with Protestantism well it is that that 
mentality is there and also the United States arises to a great extent as a Protestant 
nation in which Catholics are left there as a little land, Maryland there is a little land, go 
there do not give much war but well here you are going to be almost second-rate 
citizens with Irish, Italian and others but they were always second-rate Irish, Italian and 
any other type of Catholics were not the Anglos Protestants or the German Protestants 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


well and so they treated the Hispanics who remained of the first Mexican empire and the 
Indians who had become Catholicism in the missions when the manifest destiny occurred 
and the Monroe doctrine was applied it was done precisely that you say if you see my 
face as a little reddish because Alice has lit a light there then do not think that | have put 
myself colored for something there is a curious light effect now at home but well let's go 
to the next question Alberto Jiménez Santiago asks the Pater about the alliance of 
civilizations and Karen Armstrong 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

this lady | confess that | do not know who she is 

[Santiago Armesilla] 

| sound a lot like Karen Armstrong | do not know but | do not fall 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


alliance of civilizations obviously normally alliances are usually made with a purpose and 
normally they are made with a purpose it does not have to be the exclusive but yes 
predominantly defensive or offensive that is, there is a purpose of attack and defense, 
the alliance of civilizations is then collecting those two terms the alliance of civilizations 
had to ask San Aristdoteles for the final cause against whom it is made or from whom it is 
intended to defend because it is clear that there is a diluted elongated a conception a 
notion of cultural relativism alliance of civilizations establishing equality for all when not 
all civilizations are the same when there are civilizations that are more developed than 
others and affirm this does not imply being a racist or being a xenophobe and that is 
why the Spaniards who arrive in America when they see those peoples of Incas and 
Aztecs with their positive elements that leave them completely surprised but also with 
their many negative elements that horrify them and horrify soldiers who had fought in 
battlefields in Europe and had seen everything and now they are terrified of the carnage 


that they can contemplate there with the humans because they obviously consider how 
it is objectively a lower civilization to which they are not going to conquer to dispossess 
as the Anglo-Protestants do but that they are going to civilize to raise it to the same level 
with his and merge with her that there is no type of racial theory or rather racist or 
xenophobic justification then well as Santiago said before | think there is one, | am 
convinced not from the point of view only of philosophical or legal ideas but also from 
the point of view historical that there is a civilization that is the top and that is the 
civilization of medieval Christianity and that civilization that reaches its top is what is 
prolonged in Spain and is what Spain leads to America and that is the modern age and 
that is the Spanish Baroque the best and perfection of medieval Christianity passing of 
course with the Catholic kings in the case of Spain then the alliance of civilizations every 
time you hear it Santiago or read it, ask yourself this question against whom | want to 
ally or who | want to defend for this alliance and if of course all civilizations are in the 
same plane in the same plane of importance in the same plane of influence and 
objective | don't know how to say it | don't want to use the term value but the civilization 
of | don't know some tribe of sub-Saharan Africa | don't think that civilization is the same 
as the Spanish civilization and | don't think it's racist to say that they are not the same 
there is one that is superior and another that is inferior 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


They say that Karen Armstrong is an ex-monk or that is what they are commenting here 
by the way, Muslims do not consider themselves a civilization it would be an insult for 
them to refer to them in this way and criticizing Islam does not make you racist because 
Islam is not a race there are Muslims with blue eyes and more Aryans than Father 
Gabriel to make it clear and there are Christian Arabs too this question | like it Marta 
Lépez Soto | would do it if you want to hear it again | love listening to Father Gabriel but 
hey, here a Marxist present what does Father Gabriel think of Marxism? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


No, no, no, | don't want this my policy is my policy always with materialist arguments is 
only talk about what unites us and not talk about what disunites us Well, let's move on to 
the next one José Luis Rodriguez Reyes Gabriel, is the Aristotelian universalist what still 
defines contemporary politics? 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
This is very good Absolutely Absolutely 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Absolutely the fragmentation before | referred to her Santiago Okam is a precursor of 
Hume and all modern science from Bacon to and all modern philosophy is a rise against 


Aristotle against the physics and metaphysics of Aristotle and of course against the 
ethics and politics of Aristotle, but all modernity is an anti-movement against Aristotle 
then contemporary politics which is the daughter of that modernity philosophical-political 
and even also of that scientific modernity will be against Aristotle What does this mean 
that Aristotle is anti-modern? | don't think Aristotle should be considered as an anti- 
modern because he couldn't be anti-modern when he didn't know he couldn't say what 
modernity is or live it 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


It's a bit anachronistic to try to position a person from three centuries before Christ with 
current times 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


| don't think that Aristotle was any obstacle for science that begins to be done from 
modernity, but it is true that philosophical bases from which that science has been 
elaborated are bases that are positioned against Aristotelian physics 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| have a friend Andrés Gonzalez, philosopher and sociologist who affirms that Kant is the 
Aristoteles of modernity 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

Exactly, | totally agree 
[Santiago Armesilla] 

And this affirmation is not a joke 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

Kant never got so far as that comparison 
[Santiago Armesilla] 

But Kant has come a long way 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

Yes, yes, yes 

[Santiago Armesilla] 


More than you think Let's see, another question that | think is good César Ortega Why 
does the Catholic hierarchy not speak clearly about the persecution of Christians all over 


the world especially in Islam but also in what is called the West, not forgetting Israel 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Well the persecution of Christians all over the world, especially Islam is why | said before 
for that interreligious dialogue Pope Francis does not stop talking about an Islam and 
addressing an Islam that does not exist because it is an idyllic Islam more similar to that 
of the thousand and one nights than the one that exists in certain countries precisely in 
those where Christians are persecuted to death So, of course, the problem is that there 
is an idealistic in the current Catholic Church and that breaks with the realistic 
elaboration before we talked about Aristotle, the Aristotelian realism will be continued 
later and | think perfected by St. Thomas the idealism that comes from the Protestant 
theology based on that rationalist philosophy with Descartes formed by Jesuits, it is nota 
coincidence and that reaches through all German idealism until today, as we have said 
before who are the first founders of that modern theology that is done with the Church 
and permeates the Church of Vatican Il that idealism as a substitute of reality means 
close your eyes to the true Islam because it is the historical Islam that continues that 
war, that persecution of the Catholic Church, of the Christians because if | recognize it 
that way it falls to the ground all that idealistic scheme that God wants us to dialogue 
with the rest of the religions because also in those religions salvation can be achieved 
and salvation cannot be only hidden in these narrow walls of the Catholic Church so that 
is the main problem that it falls to the persecution of Islam against Christians all over the 
world and in the West for the same reason that we have been saying because if | have 
thrown myself in the arms of liberal democracy if | do not want to oppose anything that 
is dictated by liberal democratic governments because then they are going to accuse me 
of being anti-democratic which is what they call social heresy and since | no longer have 
divine reference for which | have to continue this tradition which is the Catholic Church 
but rather that more and more a greater weight is given to sociologism and it is as it 
changes the opinion of the population modeled molded and manipulated by the media if 
| oppose that to that Western persecution which is often a process of ridiculization of 
course | can't | can't it is not only a problem a double problem of cowardice from a moral 
point of view of the will but previously there is an intellectual error of understanding 
there is an idealistic ideology that deforms reality when contemplating what Islam is and 
that deforms reality when contemplating Western democratic-liberal governments 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


If people want to know what Islam is apart from reading the Koran, which is very 
interesting and the Sunnah read the texts of Averroes about jihad please, they are on 
the internet also the philosophy project in Spanish was published years ago and about 
what some call even many Muslims, the lesser jihad because of course the greater jihad 
is the effort of the Muslim to be a good a good Muslim, a good person but what is called 
the lesser jihad is nothing more than the holy war and that this is also clear on a 


historical and doctrinal level and that Gabriel corrects me if I'm wrong but the holy war is 
a Muslim concept but it is not Christian it is not Catholic 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


In the Christian case the martyr is the one who enters heaven because he is assigned by 
his executioners and to be able to enter heaven he has to have been assassinated by 
hatred of faith in odium fidei and the requirement are two fundamental requirements 
one is that and the other is forgiving his executioners in the case of Islam it is the 
opposite you can enter to enjoy the surahs to the Islamic paradise which makes me very 
funny this because | don't know how many surahs each one touched and it makes me 
laugh | don't remember the number, but what does the Koran say but they always 
remain virgins I'm not going to get into questions of the hymn or not of the hymn but it 
catches my attention 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


they are different for each one they are infinite they are reproduced there by 
photosynthesis 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


| don't know, but the point is look, it's the opposite concept the martyr in Islam is the one 
who fights against the unfaithful and fighting against the unfaithful killing the unfaithful 
fighting the unfaithful so he goes to heaven while in the case of the Christian he goes to 
heaven he is considered a martyr when he is killed because of faith and forgiving his 
executioners it is the antithetical conception of that completely another question would 
be obviously that it remains and that the Christian theorizes that the Christian is the 
legitimate defense because some confuse the theology of peace with pacifism 


[Santiago Armesilla] 

72 virgins 

[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 

72 you have a lot left it leaves you dry force of nature 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


a crack let's move on to the next question Avelino Vazquez, Vesfalia we talk about 
Vesfalia again it is an important issue it is a Protestant triumph | imagine that the 
modern state is a product of that treaty. What would have been the Catholic alternative 
to that state? 


| don't know if in this question Gabriel the answer can occur in a uchronia that is to say 


in a historical hypothesis about something that could have happened but did not happen 
but hey, if you want to answer there it is it is to play fiction theology difficult question 
but hey if you want we move on to another SPQR What do you think of the retirement of 
Cardinal Burke by the Pope? Is it a despotic movement against the supporters of the 
most traditional doctrine? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


It is evident, of course it is an arbitrary act it is an unfair act because there should be a 
public motivation this cardinal is an old man of 75 years who is deprived of his pension 
that corresponds to him in justice and as cardinal of Curia appointed by Benedict XVI he 
should have a house there, a rental apartment, whatever, right? It is an unfair measure it 
is an arbitrary measure and it is a wrong measure obviously here | make reference to 
what a follower said before here there is no papal infability because then we would have 
to be so we would have to Say that if the Pope commits an injustice as the Pope is it is 
not injustice, it is very well done we have become then voluntarists, nominalists, fideists 
and then that the supreme leader, what the supreme leader says as the reverend Johns 
if the reverend Johns wants to sleep with my wife, as the reverend Johns wants to sleep 
with my wife it will not be adultery it will be a sweet sharing of spiritual experiences well, 
there it is it is true that this is also very typical of the policy of Peronist or of certain 
Peronism or rather left Peronist Montonera anyway when | find it very funny what 
General Peron said that General Peron said to all friends, to the enemy no justice well, it 
is true that the Pope has acted very unfairly and | think this is more serious than it 
seems in the sense that the Pope knows that this is not good press for him that this is 
not even for those who are against the most traditional sector of the Church they know 
that this is bad press because it does not allow an unfair act that even so knowing that it 
will not have any benefit and yes certain growing discredit well, psychology has a 
denomination and it is psychopathy the evil does evil to a certain extent to a certain 
limit, not because it has moral principles not because he knows that if he goes beyond 
that limit it can be counterproductive for him the psychopath usually does evil without 
rate because he knows that even if he reports a series of negative effects he does not 
care 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


let's go to the next Juan Ramon Camarillo Peharanda, there are few left complementing 
and considering that this loss of faithful has been in favor of the Protestant churches 
does the Church have any plan for the recovery of faithful? and well, look, this question 
connects with another and if you want Gabriel | read you both because the answer is 
going to be almost equal Jahil Estanga Mora asks excellent topic Dr. Santiago 
tremendous topic, why has the Protestant gained ground? | mean, if you want, we put 
the two together and itis 1. 


Why has Protestantism gained ground on the Church? and 2. Does the Church have a 
plan to recover faithful? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


None, the Church does not have a plan to recover faithful no, no, but what you say is 
that it is very also that they can write it on the internet and look for it the Pope is 
continuously cursing and condemning proselytism | always say the same, holiness 
proselytism in Catholic was always called apostolate and that's why the Church is 
apostolic and that's what the missionaries did and that's why Islam does not expand like 
Christianity through the missionaries and does not have missionaries expands through 
the jihad of the war and that's how they got to Spain and North Africa and they even 
approached Vienna on three occasions and well, more then there is no plan to revert it 
because it would be to recognize that the Protestant brothers as it is said from Vatican II 
because they are doing something bad and that cannot be recognized then came back 
to idealism and that modern theology, that nouvelle theologie that has taken over the 
Church since then so for that part absolutely nothing is going to be done there is not 
going to be a celebration there is not going to be a celebration 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


| also see there is a problem that you have implicitly dropped that is, if there is not a 
recovery plan it does not only imply that if the Church has a recovery plan it would be 
not only recognizing that the Protestants are acting in a way bad or wrong but at the 
same time it would also be seen that there is not a recovery plan because there is no 
self-criticism to what the Church itself is doing or not, | mean, there is no self-criticism 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Yes, yes, yes, that is the question before Vatican II although there was a process each 
time, as | said before of greater statalization in the Church copying modes of the modern 
state modes of the modern state but it is true that there was a counterweighting of 
powers greater in the Church as there is a series of counterweights in the governments 
of the Church not only in the Vatican, in Rome but in the gods themselves there was a 
very healthy exercise of self-criticism or examination of conscience and as | said before, 
as the clerical establishment was a meritocracy and there was no need to make 
oppositions if you wanted to ascend the one who won those oppositions won for his own 
merits and not because no one with the finger would have put it in such or such place so 
there was a lot of freedom also when it came to self-criticism and that counterweight to 
other powers of the government of the Church so if you added that freedom to that 
formation to have won those oppositions you saw that those who made counterweight to 
the power of the Church from within they were people with a lot of training and free 
when all that disappears self-criticism disappears because there is no longer a promotion 
of the elite towards those government positions of an intellectual elite and there is no 


longer that freedom of the one who has achieved such or such position for his own 
merits through a contest or some oppositions, not because he has put another so he 
owes the place to him and therefore there is a seguidismo and an absolute servilismo 
then that is what you said Santiago prevents any exercise and it will be less and less any 
manifestation of minimum self-criticism in the Church then, why has the Protestant 
gained ground? obviously because the Catholic has given it, because the Catholic has 
abandoned it, because the Catholic has stopped being apostolate and then Horror Vacui 
the Protestant has occupied it if the Catholic does not speak to him of eternal life, but 
the Protestant yes, if the Catholic does not speak to him of prayer as a missionary, but 
the Protestant yes, if the Catholic does not speak to him as a missionary of the family, 
the value of the family the importance of family structuring and the Protestant yes then 
look, that the Protestant curses the Virgin Mary and | as a Catholic | think it is a 
blasphemy well, okay, okay, a very large blasphemy well, okay, okay but this man has 
other positive elements that the Protestant is all day cursing the sacrament of the Most 
Holy Eucharist, the Mass and the cult of the saints and others, and | as a Catholic 
obviously | do not share it, okay, yes but the Protestant has other elements because 
what is the Catholic missionary supposedly Catholic or Catholic of origin, who has had to 
suffer many faithful in Latin America or all over Latin America well in the end they have 
preferred to go with the one who at least had some spirituality and also to conclude this 
question Santiago, it is also true that since the emancipations since the emancipations 
that also affected because it would be very naive and very ignorant to think that the 
process of emancipation did not affect the Church itself the Church with the 
emancipations suffered evidently a very great weakening, a partition 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
of course 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


then there is a an important decline from the emancipations and that, how is that 
decline of the Church, in a specific case, is that the Christian formation of the faithful is 
going to decline a lot and that's why with an increasingly weakening and with many less 
priests than the Church can have after the emancipations there will be many territories 
of the immense America in which for lack of priests to transmit to teach the faith and to 
celebrate the sacraments the people will be religiously very impoverished at the level of 
formation and that also the Protestants are going to use it as an ideal breeding ground to 
drag them and bring the squires to their sardines 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


look at what a more interesting situation we are having today on my YouTube channel 
we have already exceeded four hours of meetings we are 1267 people in the chat and it 
is being fulfilled thanks to Gabriel precisely the line of this type of events that are put on 


my channel meetings, this is a meeting in all order because in my channel they do not 
make debates, they make meetings and we analyze in depth issues with people very 
solvent to do it and Gabriel is demonstrating not only solvency but generosity because 
we are at 12 on Friday night, there are many people in the chat and we are trying from 
the meeting very interesting topics in a way that | am enjoying it a lot Gabriel | confess it 
to you, there are four questions and a request I'm going to read them Metal Rocks, 
question for Father Gabriel Is it liberalism that floods everything for 200 years? 


Well, it's much older Sin as the title of the book by Félix Arda and Salvani prays 
Liberalism is a sin because there is a member of the Christian faith that denies it Do you 
know who I'm talking about? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Yes, Peter Peter The central principle of liberalism of that liberalism in addition to 
Simonon which is the one that Sardise Albain theorizes and writes in his book famous 
and great book | think in the end it is the denial of divine sovereignty that is the core of 
that liberalism of Simonon and that could be like the driving force or the driving thread 
rather that would reach to the current liberalism going through that economic liberalism 
in which, as | said before, capitalism is liberalism in economy is Protestantism in 
economy is the Russian myth at an economic level denying the original sin and therefore 
denying the order of the order that God has wanted in creation, the natural order that 
God the creator has wanted in creation that he has also wanted an order in the 
economy, which in the end is to restrict the plots of divine performance as if God were to 
put his hand and we would say, boom! 


That's not yours Well, in the end, that concept is the core, the sovereignty Liberalism 
denies the sovereignty of God, this means not that we are an atheocracy that is Islam, 
not us, but that divine sovereignty comes by the natural law that is written in human 
nature, right? We are not going to go into it now, but well, and evidently by the divine 
positive law which is the commandments, which in the end is that, well, it is the moral it 
is not that it is the natural moral but it is that, well, | think that few would not be | mean, 
few of those in this channel | think they have two fingers in front, which are the vast 
majority because it would not seem to them, even for a Catholic atheist the content of 
practically the totality of the ten commandments honor your father and your mother you 
will not lie, you will not steal you will not kill, you will not covet lives of others, | believe 
that in the end these things, it is not necessary to be a Catholic pious and devout, 
fervent to realize the importance they have, then it is very important to understand this, 
sovereignty deny divine sovereignty that in the end man, human will, is the one that 
decides good and evil truth or a lie, that the will human possesses a freedom an 
unrestricted freedom an unlimited sovereignty to do and undo to your liking, because 
this leads without a doubt to totalitarianism and absolutism, because this is what 
liberalism does in the end as the divine right of the kings the power without restriction 


without counterweight of the church of the kings, which is the theory of divine right, of 
regalism of regalism it transgresses the people it transgresses the people, and then it is 
the general will of Rousseau, it is the social pact in the state of nature of which Leviathan 
of Hobbes speaks because in the end this will be what structures political society political 
community and that artificial construct which is the state because man is not a social 
being by nature, there is no human sociability but | don't know if I'm answering | think 
so, maybe I'm expanding it a little that obviously that's the core of liberalism now yes, 
and | conclude this question very important, Sarduy Salvain to whom | have a great 
devotion and | have read his book Liberalism is a sin, at least on two occasions that | 
remember, if not a third even Sarduy Salvain is anti-liberal for this | say, objectively but 
also Sarduy Salvain is an ultramontan ultramontanism is the reaction of support to the 
Roman pontiff when he begins to be especially persecuted by the revolution in the 19th 
century first by the Jacobins with Pius VI then Napoleon with Pius VII then when Pius IX 
has to stay as a hostage in the Vatican and assaults the Vatican States etc. then 
ultramontanism is that movement that is configured in the 19th century from France, 
especially from France, of support of devotion to the Roman pontiff yes, but of course as 
with the passage of time that ultramontan movement is what will give rise to that 
overdimension of the Roman pontiff that | usually call papolatry and it is what has led to 
justify any decision that the Pope to justify it in any way, even trying to justify it 
theologically and that is to divine human wills to elevate to divine category human wills 
that are fallible as | said before as long as there is not a solemn declaration, cathedrals 
about matriarchy and customs in continuity with tradition but as those are very scarce in 
history very scarce | insist, in the last two centuries since | wrote Sosarra y Salvain there 
have been three the dogma of the Immaculate Conception in 1854 the dogma of papal 
inferiority in 1870 the dogma of the Assumption of Mary in the body and soul of Heaven 
in 1954 three dogmas in two and a half centuries there have been no more dogmatic 
pronunciations there have been no more dogmatic pronunciations then links in matters 
of faith and customs for a Catholic member of the baptized Church then the problem is 
that Sardinia is anti-liberal for this but it is also anti-liberal because it is papal politics 
then I, ultramontanism | hold it in my book from Rome to Berlin there | dedicate two 
epigraphs to ultramontanism the ultramontans were anti-communists with Pius XI with 
the encyclical Divini Redentoris but with Juan XXIIl and Pablo VI who are convinced of the 
world triumph of communism and that is why they refuse to renew the sentences to 
communism in the Vatican II they are also with them in the end it becomes the cult to 
the leader | think Sardinia without undermining its formation and its coherence | think 
Sardinia without undermining its coherence | think Sardinia | think Sardinia without 
undermining its 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
| think Sardinia without undermining its coherence | think Sardinia 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


without undermining its coherence | think Sardinia without undermining its 
[Santiago Armesilla] 


| think Sardinia without undermining its coherence | think Sardinia without undermining 
its coherence Sardinia Sardinia 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia 
Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia 
Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia Sardinia No, the positions are defended by putting the 
machine gun and you serving the machine gun and advancing those positions to gain 
ground. | understand that this is very politically and ecclesiastically incorrect, but a 
feature of the Catholic Christian spirituality until Vatican Il was always the militant 
character of Christian life. And there are the texts of Saint Paul, where he refers to them 
on SO many occasions, and those of thousands of other saints and fathers of the Church. 


That has been lost because, of course, with the atmosphere of the time of Vatican II, that 
pacifism also entered the Church, which | was referring to before, that pacifism that, of 
course, that is why | mentioned before that the theology of Catholic peace is not 
compatible with pacifism, that is, to be a Christian is not to be a follower of Gandhi or 
Martin Luther King. And that is why | conclude, and | return to what Santiago said before 
about the social union of the Church, and | repeat it, Following Saint Augustine, the 
Church always maintained Opus Justitiae Pax, the work of justice is peace. By 
abandoning justice, cardinal virtue, moral virtue, human virtue, not supernatural, faith, 
hope and charity, not human. 


Prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance. By setting it aside as a theoretical basis on 
which to build the social union of the Church, on which to build natural law supported by 
natural law, the determination of what is just, the right, the idea where the right is 
embodied with the moral, which is the idea of justice, by abandoning all that, you have 
abandoned the rational foundation of the theology of peace, of rationality, of peace in 
the Catholic Church. So what do you have left in that horror vacui? Pacifism. 


That is why that militant character of Christian life is abandoned, that militant character 
of the missionary, that is, anyone who reads a biography of Saint Francis Xavier, really, 
of the good, of the Catholics, Saint Francis Xavier was a warrior who fought, who fought 
against the Buddhist monks, who fought against all those pagan priests to carry the 
Catholic faith and the Gospel. He was not a missionary who went every day praying and 
telling everyone that God loves you a lot and loves you and is very good, let me tell you. 
No, no, the guy in India, the children he was catechizing, there are two versions, they 
say that he did it and another that it was self-proclaimed by the children, I'm not going 
to go into that. 


They took a series of sticks and started hitting the Brahmins, the children, and 
destroying sacred images in India. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Well, obviously he was not a Vatican Saint Il, Francis Xavier. Without a doubt. Two 
questions and one request remain, let's go there. 


Manuel del Castillo L6pez, do you consider, Father, that the actions taken now from the 
state and ecclesiastical institutions, now in Spain, will serve to end pederasty in the 
Church and repair the victims? Before we have answered that quite a bit, but this is 
already commenting on the concrete measures that have been applied. 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


To end pederasty, it is true that now anyone who commits that, both inside and outside 
the Church, in the civil, family, school environment and so on, may find something, 
something, something more to stop with all the legislation and judicial and police action 
that has been done, but | don't know to what extent that external coercion can stop a 
sinful tendency, a psychological tendency, when it is so rooted, capable of committing 
that evil. | don't know to what extent, but well, that on the one hand. 


From the state and ecclesiastical institutions, well, from the inside | can say that, well, 
what | was saying before, now anyone who wants to use an effect, especially, which is 
the most common case within the clerical establishment, has to be, | mean, now is more 
aware that it can be very expensive, that it can be very expensive, but more at the civil 
level than at the ecclesiastical level, although also, but well. It will serve to end 
pederasty, to repair the victims, to repair the victims. 


Of course, | find it very funny when they use this concept of reparation in the civil, 
Spanish, liberal, democratic, anti-Christian law, because this reparation, which also 
comes from Roman law, has very precise legal notions in the background. But repairing 
the victims, what the government is looking for, in this particular case in Spain, is not 
repairing the victims, because if they are interested in repairing the victims, it would 
repair all of them, not only those of the clerical establishment, but all of those who have 
been abused within their families, or within educational institutions, or cultural 
institutions, like clubs, like civilian camps, sports clubs, etc. But only the state, or rather 
the Spanish government, has focused on those of the Church, not on the rest. There is 
no will in the background of reparation, and there is simply a will and a manoeuvre by 
the Spanish government to dirty even more and to discredit even more, if possible, the 
public image of the Church, to sink it even more, to institutionalize the permanent 
suspicion in this field against the Catholic Church, and at the same time, to weaken it, if 
possible, economically, demanding reparation for those victims, because they know that 
they can weaken the Spanish Church economically, also in their own benefit, not 


because they are going to contribute a lot of money to SIS, not because it is money that 
the Church needs to maintain itself, and above all, especially because the government is 
aware in Spain that the Church, the Episcopal Conference, is completely surrendered, 
because without the money they receive from the X of the rent accretion, all the theater 
they have set up would come down and the reality of what there is would be seen. 


| always use that example of 13TV. 13TV is a television channel owned by the Spanish 
Episcopal Conference, which is a well without a bottom to throw millions, and that hardly 
anyone follows it, very few people, and that it does not have a line that can be said to be 
Catholic, but it is a line servile to the service, but | insist, the redundancy to the service 
servilely, and also the remark of the People's Party, and that is the television of the 
bishops, and there is an immense expense, and obviously that is what affects them, that 
they would have to dismantle so many bodies that there are in so many dioceses, in so 
many places that are completely dead, but as that wise mayor of the town said, | heard 
it once, the paper holds everything, then you have to pretend that there is still a life, and 
an organization in the church that has long since ceased to exist, because this, and | 
conclude, Santiago would be to recognize the disaster that has come after Vatican II, but 
as we do not want to recognize that disaster, we have to pretend that there is a life that 
is not in life, this is like a 90-year-old lady, putting on make-up and dressing up was like 
a 20-year-old girl, look, ma'am, no matter how much you put on make-up and dress up, 
the reality is what there is, then when the make-up wears off, you will see what is under 
that make-up at 90 years old, it does not matter, when that money runs out, | hope it 
runs out, | am always one of those who Say that the X of the rent settlement is immoral, 
and that it is not marked, and | am a priest and | benefit from it, | say something that 
would benefit me, but until the church is economically free, until the church is 
economically independent of the liberal state, there is nothing to do because it is subject 
to it, so when we are economically independent and free, then the church can be free 
and independent, and there you will also see the faithful who have faith, and those who 
do not have faith, that is, when something is important, we do not hesitate to spend the 
money, when something is important to us, for example, Santiago or me, when we 
consider that we are two bibliophiles, that a book is interesting, and that we need it, and 
that it is useful, you have to spend that money, you spend money on it, it is the same, if 
there is a convinced Catholic of the importance of the Catholic Church, he will 
collaborate with that maintenance of the Catholic Church, simply. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Last question, it is a pity that | do it at the end, because it gives you to do a seminar and 
80 videos, | also tell you, and for you to write a new work of three volumes, Fernando 
Andrés Salazar Fernandez, Father Gabriel, do you believe that the German theological 
schools, such as those of Tubinga, Munich, etc., have been responsible for cultivating 
Greco-Latinophobia within the Catholic Church? 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Without a doubt, of course, without a doubt, but let's see, the theological schools, not 
only the theological schools, but it would also have to go down to the level, not of the 
theory, but of the academic institutions, that is, the German theological schools, not only 
the Catholic ones, not also the Protestant ones, not only the Protestant ones, not also the 
Catholic ones, although it is true that also in the German Protestant world there has been 
a recognition and a cultivation of the classical Greco-Roman culture, and, for example, if 
| remember correctly, | think his name is Walter, Walter Jager, who is a German, one of 
the main specialists in Aristotle, along with another Frenchman, Pierre Auvenc, | don't 
know how this is pronounced, Auvenc, 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
a Frenchman 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


and a German are the two great specialists of the 20th century and the two great 
Aristotelians of the 20th century, and also in France it was very Latinophobic, not so 
much Grecophobic, but very Latinophobic, in fact, the term as it comes from Latin 
America was invented by them, which seemed less bad than that of Latin America, it is 
not that Latin America was very idyllic, in a simple and colloquial way, but it is true that 
it seemed being bad less than the other, less than the other, but well, in the 19th 
century we also have in the Anglo-Saxon world the stories of Rome, of Gibbon, for 
example, of Gibbon and that of another German, of Theodor Mommsen, there we have a 
cultivation, a knowledge of the Greco-Roman world, of the classical Greco-Latin world, 
we could talk here, | have books of great connoisseurs of literature and Greco-Latin 
culture from the 40s and 50s of the last century and many of them are German, but it is 
true that at the level of those institutions, that is why there was that difference between 
institutions and theorizations, it is also true that although these were several, several of 
those who cultivated, recognized, propelled, disseminated that appreciation and 
deepening of the classical world, it is also true that there were others in those 
institutions who did the same work but in the opposite sense, at the institutional 
educational level and then at the level of the theological school, | insist, both the 
Catholic and the Protestant, there there was also that ambiguity, that is, in the faculties 
of Catholic theology within the German state universities, it is true that on the one hand 
there is a cultivation of humanities, all this | am talking about before Vatican II, of course, 
after Vatican II, to see them deployed, you cultivate that Greek-Latinophobia which will 
also be the phobia of traditional metaphysics, Aristotelian-Ottoman, it will also be the 
phobia of Baroque, Baroque art, that there was so much of it, by the way, also in 
Germany, but in the Protestant world that also happens, there is that ambivalence, we 
recognize the value that the ancient world has, the ancient Greek-Latin world, but at the 


same time we launch that negative vision of that Greek-Latinophobia. What happens is 
that, and here is the difference, in those theories, in those theorizations and in those 
academic institutions, it is true that the positive balance of the Greco-Roman world is 
made until the Middle Ages, until practically Lutheran, or it is left in its time, that is, the 
wisdom of the ancient Greek-Latin world is not rejected objectively from its beginning, 
but it is considered but only for its historical moment that either would be fossilized in its 
time or would be infinitely surpassed with the arrival of Luther who represents that 
negative image or rather that phobia, | would say more than phobia that hate, that hate, 
as | have said before quoting Benedict of Santiago, that de-Hellenization of Christianity, 
that hatred towards the Greek philosophy that Luther has and therefore Fideism, etc. 


| understand that it is complex but since we are already making very precise distinctions, 
these two sides must be clear. A lot of Latin was studied in these institutions, a lot of 
Greek was studied, Latin and Greek texts were read both from pagan authors and from 
Christians, but at the same time that that great wisdom was recognized, at the same 
time there was that opposite vision. 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


Without a doubt, the so-called ramera, the reason, Luther, what do you think? Well, 
Father Gabriel Calvo Zarraute, priest, parish, writer, PhD in history, theologian, many 
things, also an incipient figure on YouTube thanks to the channel of the Sacristia de la 
Vende. Look, it has been an absolute pleasure to have you virtually here, we have 
already talked a lot in person and we have beaten the channel record in a meeting, four 
and a half hours that we have been, but enjoying here, Alicia is super happy to hear you 
too and well, you know that this is your home for when you want to come back, all my 
meetings | finish giving total freedom, free will, in this case, to the guest so that he 
concludes saying what he wants, but in your case, in addition to letting you do that 
because he said that a request was missing and | think that those who are Catholic 
believers in the chat will find it interesting that there is a request made by a person that 
| am going to share in case you want to do it, then you have total freedom to close our 
meeting as you want and at the same time DDGG asks Santiago to give us Father 
Gabriel the blessing at the end. 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


| never thought | never thought of the blessing in a channel of a Catholic uncle and even 
less when | read your book | insist in 2018 when | read it but well 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
| am not anti-clerical so as you want 


[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


the paths of the Lord are inscrutable Well, | just wanted to thank you Santiago to you 
and Alicia for the interest for | don't know for my modest little person delighted when | 
met you personally delighted | am also delighted even if it seems a bit like Isabel 
Preissler | am also delighted to be here with you on your channel 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
Thank you for coming 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Also for me this has been the greatest connection | have never been so much time 
connected simultaneously but | have also been very comfortable | congratulate you for 
the work you are doing 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
Thank you very much 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


and what you said | am at your disposal when you need me | will come gladly to your 
channel | hope you can come soon to mine the difference is that here you are your own 
feeder and | am the number 2 | am not the supreme feeder | don't know who | would 
compare to Goebbels, Goering 


[Santiago Armesilla] 
Goering is not much compared to you who was also a guy with a lot of drug dependence 
[Fr. Gabriel C. Zarraute] 


Yes Well, number 2 Bormann Hess, let's leave them at number 2 then of course it is 
Father Francisco who decides but well, for my part | will try to come as soon as possible 
of course to all our followers and also to you two Santiago and Alicia count on my prayer 
that is given by sitting since | was able to meet you physically it was one of the reasons 
why | was encouraged to go to the meeting of Santa Pola because | really wanted to 
meet you personally so really from the heart thank you for coming and and that we can 
collaborate on this type of initiative people that we seem so disparate or that it seems 
that we should be in the antipodes | think that speaks in a good sense that at the end if 
the truth is sought without any kind of prejudice | would not say that we are mounted on 
the same horse but it is true that the paths converge well, dear followers, dear Santiago 
Alicia, bless you Omnipotent God, Father, Child and Holy Spirit, Amen thank you very 
much from the heart 


[Santiago Armesilla] 


here Alicia, | applaud you, thank you very much for the blessing for the believing people 
who are in the chat thank you Gabriel for breaking the record people have made it short 
and surely they want more and the truth is that at our age being at 12 and a half at night 
on a Friday doing this kind of thing we are not 20 years old and we do not want to have it 
either so fantastic on our part and | said it thank you Gabriel and you know, thumbs up 
please leave your comment below subscribe to this channel on YouTube if you want 
more audiovisual news of political materialism share with family, friends and relatives 
Catholic atheists Catholics clergy secular, Protestant, Evangelical Orthodox, Muslims or 
whatever, Buddhists this video that you will like a lot please activate the bell for more 
news from my channel | have left below in the description the channel of La Sacristia de 
la Vende so that people who want to see more Gabriel Zarraute can do it and his 
colleagues from Gremio and well of course | hope you have enjoyed as much as Alicia 
and | this piece of meeting that we have had with Father Gabriel Zarraute without further 
ado, we say goodbye good night Spain good afternoon or day in other places of the 
Iberophonia a big kiss, a greeting to all see you next time, bye 


